
ST ATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF COLLETON 

State of South Carolina, 

V. 

Richard Alexander Murdaugh, 

Defendant. 

) COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 

) FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

) Indictment Nos. 2022-GS-15-00592, 
) 593,594, and-595 

) RESPONSE TO DEFENSE MOTION 

) TO COMPEL PRODUCTION 

) OF DNA EVIDENCE 

______________ ,) 

The State responds as follows to the current defense motion to compel production 

of DNA evidence. 

1. Facts/Procedural History as to Items 70 and 71 (Maggie fingernails)

The defense received all DNA reports as well as the complete DNA case file well 

prior to the first trial in this matter. Again, there is nothing "new" or recently discovered 

about the DNA result from Maggie's left-hand fingernails - the existence of this extremely 

partial profile in a not unexpected mixture was well known to the defense since 2022. On 

August 31, 2022, the DNA report containing a reference to the mixed sample from 

Maggie's fingernails was turned over to the defense. The defense visited the SLED lab to 

view the evidence on November 21, 2022, and also received the complete SLED DNA 

case file from the State in discovery on January 12, 2023. 1 

Moreover, the evidence was litigated during the first trial. DNA analyst Sara Zapata 

noted that the left hand fingernails contained "only a few alleles that were not [Maggie's) 

own alleles", that it was possible for anyone in the courtroom could have those same 

1 The defense even argued during an October 20, 2022 hearing that the unidentified alleles had not been 
tested against Curtis Eddie Smith, which the State was in the process of doing. Eddie Smith was excluded 
as a contributor to the sample, and a DNA report to that effect was issued on November 2, 2022 and 
provided to the defense on November 10, 2022. See https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wd810tsuGml. 
beginning at 07:42. 
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