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V. 
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I. Introduction

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

Indictment Nos. 2022-GS-15-00592, -593, 
-594, and -595

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF 
MOTION TO DISMISS THE 

INDICTMENTS 

Defendant Richard Alexander Murdaugh, through undersigned counsel, submits this

memorandum in support of his Motion to Dismiss the Indictments, filed August 7, 2026. The State 

procured the indictments by presenting forensic evidence that the State fabricated: that an expert 

had found the victims' blood spatter on the shirt Mr. Murdaugh was wearing when he found the 

bodies of his wife and son, even though the State's laboratory had confirmed, eleven months before 

the agent testified, that there was no human blood on the shirt. This misconduct is compounded 

by the fact that this fabricated evidence was leaked to the press before Mr. Murdaugh was indicted 

in order to prejudice the public against him. 

The presence of blood spatter was not the agent's only false forensic testimony to the 

Colleton County Grand Jury. Paul Murdaugh was shot with a combination of buckshot and steel 

load birdshot from a 12-gauge shotgun. The agent testified before the Colleton County Grand Jury 

on July 14, 2022 that "shotguns of similar make and load were found on the property." (Trial Tran. 

3722:14-19; 3723:16-18 (Ex. A).) In a recorded interview almost a year earlier, this same agent 

told Mr. Murdaugh that shotguns found in the Murdaugh family home were loaded with the same 

combination of shells as the gun that killed his son. The agent admitted during his trial testimony 

that he knew this statement was false, and explained that he is permitted to use "trickery" while 

interviewing a suspect. (Trial Tran. 3695:4-16, (Ex. A).) He swore to the same thing before the 
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