
ST ATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF SUMTER 

State of South Carolina, 

V. 

Richard Alexander Murdaugh, 

Defendant. 

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 
THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

Indictment Nos. 2022-GS-15-00592, -593, 
-594, and -595

MOTION TO COMPEL PRODUCTION 
OF CELLULAR TELEPHONE 

EXTRACTION FILES AND 
MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT 

Defendant Richard Alexander Murdaugh, pursuant to Rule 5, SCRCrimP, the Due Process 

Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, Article I, Sections 3 and 

14 of the South Carolina Constitution, and Brady v. Ma,y/and, 373 U.S. 83 (1963), respectfully 

moves the Court for an order compelling the State to produce the forensic extraction files acquired 

from the cellular telephones seized during the investigation of the deaths of Maggie Murdaugh and 

Paul Murdaugh, together with the associated keychain files and extraction logs. The defense 

requested these files in writing on September 21, 2026, and asked the State to respond by 

September 25, 2026. The State has not responded. 

I. Introduction

The State's case at the first trial was built on the contents of cellular telephones. The kennel

video that placed Mr. Murdaugh at the scene came from Paul Murdaugh's telephone. The timeline 

on which the State fixed the moment of the murders came from Maggie Murdaugh 's telephone: 

the last message read, the last movement of the device, the moment the screen locked, the steps 

counted, the orientation changes recorded. A SLED examiner extracted the data from those 

devices, ran it through commercial software, and prepared repo11s. The State introduced the 

reports at trial and its witnesses testified from them for days. The retrial will follow the same 

course. 
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