
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

COUNTY OF SUMTER 

State of South Carolina, 

V. 

Richard Alexander Murdaugh, 

Defendant. 

COURT OF GENERAL SESSIONS 

THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

Indictment Nos. 2022-GS-15-00592, -593, 
-594, and -595

MOTION TO COMPEL PRODUCTION 

OF DNA EVIDENCE, BALLISTIC 

EVIDENCE, AND FARO SCAN DATA, 

AND MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT 

Defendant Richard Alexander Murdaugh, pursuant to Rule 5, SCRCrimP, the Due Process 

Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, Article I, Sections 3 and 

14 of the South Carolina Constitution, Brady v. Ma,yland, 373 U.S. 83 ( 1963), and this Court's 

ruling of August 14, 2026, respectfully moves the Court for an order compelling the State to 

produce three categories of evidence that the defense has requested in writing and that the State 

has either refused or ignored: (I) the biological material and laboratory records relating to SLED 

Items 70, 71, and 25. l; (2) the ballistic evidence and records relating to shootings committed with 

.300 Blackout ammunition in the Second and Fourteenth Judicial Circuits since January 1, 2021; 

and (3) the raw data of the FARO laser scan of the crime scene. 

I. Introduction

Mr. Murdaugh has been in custody since October 2021. He was tried in the first months

of 2023, convicted, and sentenced to two consecutive life terms. Our Supreme Court has since 

vacated that verdict because the Clerk of Court tampered with the jury. He will be tried again 

beginning April 5, 2027. In the interval, the State has had continuous and exclusive custody of 

every item of physical evidence in this case, including the biological material that is the subject of 

Part III of this motion, for more than five years. It has tested what it wished to test, in the sequence 

it wished to test it, without notice to the defense and without the defense's consent. It now proposes 

that the defense may not do the same. 
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