
From: Ashley Wilson
To: Sabrina Todd
Subject: FW: March 2025 Statistics
Date: Friday, February 27, 2026 10:21:58 AM

Ms. Ashley Wilson, Administrative Coordinator
South Carolina Attorney General’s Office
Opinions Division| Office 803-734-3736
P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211
scag.gov

From: Matt Houck <MHouck@scag.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 8:38 AM
To: Joanne Lee <JLee@scag.gov>
Subject: RE: March 2025 Statistics

Correct

From: Joanne Lee 
Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 8:06 AM
To: Matt Houck 
Subject: March 2025 Statistics

Pending Requests:
A. Prock OS-10996 2-27-2025 (working with S Todd on this)
CD Rhodes OS-11003 3-24-2025

Other Resolutions
Email to R Odachowski (OS-11002) attaching prior opinion & case and instructions on how to get
their representative to request an opinion on the issue, 3-18
Call with S. Porter, GC, Dept. of Natural Resources, re: invocation before a public meeting, 3-19
Assist student with locating a statute for his research on ?, 3-19
Call with D Jones, GC, SC Forrestry Commission re: looking for prior opinion; 3-27
Email from M Weyman, Clemson University re: underfunding a dept. NOTE: May be handled as an
other resolution, 3-31

mailto:Ashleywilson@scag.gov
mailto:sabrinatodd@scag.gov
mailto:jgrubbs@scag.gov


 

Unpublished Advice:
Revised FAA letter to C. Kaplar, 3-3
Email with attachments to D Jones, GC, SC Forrestry Commission, re: DNR statewide enforcement
authority, 3-27

 
 
Joanne Lee
Administrative Coordinator
Opinions Section
Office of the Attorney General
State of South Carolina
P.O. Box 11549
Columbia, SC 29211
(803) 734-3736
 
 
This email, together with any attachments, may be legally privileged. If you have received it in error, please notify the
sender immediately, and then delete it from your system. This email and any replies to this email may be subject to
disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.
 
 
 



From: Ashley Wilson
To: Sabrina Todd
Subject: FW: April 2025 statistics
Date: Friday, February 27, 2026 10:22:03 AM

 
 
Ms. Ashley Wilson, Administrative Coordinator
South Carolina Attorney General’s Office
Opinions Division| Office 803-734-3736
P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211
scag.gov
 
From: Joanne Lee 
Sent: Thursday, May 1, 2025 11:55 AM
To: Matt Houck <MHouck@scag.gov>
Subject: April 2025 statistics

 
Pending Requests:
A. Prock OS-10996 2-27-2025 (working with S Todd on this)
L. Harmon OS-11017 4- 21-2025
J. Kilmartin OS-11018 4-24-2025
M. McCormac OS-11020 4-29-2025

 

 

 

 

 

Other Resolutions
Call with M. Weyman, Clemson Univ, telling him that his department should consult w/general
counsel, which 
is also general counsel for Clemson University, re: funds that are being held by the university, 4-2
Email to D Kelly, GC, Adjutant General’s Office, re: Request to Discuss Attorney General Opinion 
Dated March 17, 2025 – “Cellphone Tower Lease Revenue Allocation with ETV (THagins), 4-2
Call with Jason Seegars Berkeley County Sheriff’s Office re: a prior opinion addressing forfeiture 
of firearms in certain circumstances. I referred him to the June 14, 2019 opinion, 4-2
Call with Judge McIntyre and followup email attaching STodd’s 3-25-2025 email to Sheriff Hamilton re safe
location for Dillon County family court, 4-3
Decline ltr sent to Rep. D. Gibson for OS-11011, 4-14
Call w/T Nicholson, SC Election Commission w/question re: the term County Election Offical, 4-14
Email to CD Rhodes re: clarification of OS-11003 Final Opinion, 4-15

mailto:Ashleywilson@scag.gov
mailto:sabrinatodd@scag.gov
mailto:jgrubbs@scag.gov


Call with Eric Schull, Anderson County Coroner, re: emaployment, 4-17
Call with Mr. Faulkenberry, re: dual office holding (bondsmen not consider officers). Also, 38-53-190 only
lists LEO
and judicial offers relating to the administration of the court as prohibited from serving as 
surety/bondsman, 4-24
 
 
 
 

Unpublished Advice:

 
Joanne Lee
Administrative Coordinator
Opinions Section
Office of the Attorney General
State of South Carolina
P.O. Box 11549
Columbia, SC 29211
(803) 734-3736
 
 
This email, together with any attachments, may be legally privileged. If you have received it in error, please notify the
sender immediately, and then delete it from your system. This email and any replies to this email may be subject to
disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.
 
 
 



You don't often get email from bertw@clemson.edu. Learn why this is important

From: Matt Houck
To: Joanne Lee
Cc: Sabrina Todd
Subject: FW: Clemson University - Follow Up
Date: Thursday, August 21, 2025 1:44:48 PM

I had a call with Robert Wikins at Clemson University regarding underfunding of public service areas. I
explained that I don’t think it’s likely a solicitor would support bringing charges against the anyone at the
university regarding funding levels of the program under S.C. Code § 46-9-80 (quoted in the email below). If
there was a willful withholding of funds that are earmarked for a specific purpose, such as in S.C. Code § 46-
13-40, -45, a court may order those funds to be released as directed by statute.
 
From: Robert Wilkins <bertw@clemson.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, August 21, 2025 9:35 AM
To: Matt Houck <MHouck@scag.gov>
Cc: Joanne Lee <JLee@scag.gov>
Subject: RE: Clemson University - Follow Up

 

Thanks Matt.  I will call you at 1:30 today.
 
Yes, this is involving the concerns Mike brought to you in March concerning funding for his department.
 
I do not have a memo, as I just got up to speed on this yesterday.  But my understanding is Mike reached out
for an interpretation of Title 46, specifically the following statute:
 
SECTION 46 9 80. Penalties for interfering with commission, director, deputies, assistants, or agents.
             A person who seeks to prevent an inspection under the direction of the commission, the director, or
his deputies, assistants, or agents or who otherwise interferes with the director or his assistants, deputies, or
agents, while in the performance of their duties under this chapter and other chapters of this title assigned
to the jurisdiction of the commission, is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not
less than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars or imprisoned not less than ten nor more than thirty days,
or both, for a first offense and for a second offense in the discretion of the court.

 
Mike’s concerns were that PSA funds were being frozen by the University and requests for hires denied, and
whether that was a violation of this statute. 
 
Thanks for your time today and I look forward to speaking with you at 1:30.
 
Bert

 
Robert W. Wilkins
Associate General Counsel
Clemson University

mailto:bertw@clemson.edu
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=17F3BB2C330B463597D45E0AB5D19818-MATT HOUCK
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This Message Is From An External Sender: Use caution when opening links or attachments
if you do not recognize the sender.

207 Sikes Hall
Clemson, SC 29634
 
864.656.3414
bertw@clemson.edu
 
 
 

 
 
From: Matt Houck <MHouck@scag.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 21, 2025 9:04 AM
To: Robert Wilkins <bertw@clemson.edu>
Cc: Joanne Lee <JLee@scag.gov>
Subject: RE: Clemson University - Follow Up

 

Good morning Bert,
 
I am available this afternoon any time after 1:30 for a call. I can be reached on my direct line at (803) 734-
4123 at your convenience.
Looking back through my emails with Mike in March, I recall his concerns were related to funds that pass
through the university to his department and whether they could be withheld by the university.  Is this call
meant to address that same issue? Would you have a memo I could review so I can try to get up to speed on
the topic for the call ?
 
Best regards,
 
Matt
 
Matthew D. Houck
Assistant Attorney General
South Carolina Attorney General’s Office
PO Box 11549
Columbia, SC 29211
(803)734-4123 office
(803)734-3524 fax
 
This email, together with any attachments, may be legally privileged. If you have received it in error, please notify the
sender immediately, and then delete it from your system. This email and any replies to this email may be subject to
disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.

 
 

mailto:bertw@clemson.edu
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mailto:bertw@clemson.edu
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You don't often get email from bertw@clemson.edu. Learn why this is important

 
From: Robert Wilkins <bertw@clemson.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, August 21, 2025 8:50 AM
To: Matt Houck <MHouck@scag.gov>
Subject: Clemson University - Follow Up

 

Good morning Matt,
 
Hope you are doing well.  I was wondering if you had some time for a call today.  I’m following up on a
conversation you had with Mike Weyman with CU Regulatory Services earlier this year.  According to Mike,
you suggested that our General Counsel’s office reach out to you directly. 
 
Would you please let me know if you have any available times today?  If not, I may need to look to Tuesday, as
I will be unavailable tomorrow and Monday.
 
Thanks,
Bert
 
Robert W. Wilkins
Associate General Counsel
Clemson University
207 Sikes Hall
Clemson, SC 29634
 
864.656.3414
bertw@clemson.edu
 
 
 

mailto:bertw@clemson.edu
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From: Matt Houck
To: Bob Cook
Cc: Joanne Lee
Subject: FW: Preparing
Date: Monday, March 31, 2025 3:26:21 PM
Attachments: Regulatory Fee Laws and Regulations.docx
Importance: High

I’m handling this one. Just emailing to log it in.
 
From: Jason Anders <janders@scag.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2025 2:50 PM
To: Matt Houck <MHouck@scag.gov>
Subject: FW: Preparing
Importance: High

 
Matt, thank you again for looking into this. Here are the e mails sent to me from Dr. Weyman and others. I got
his ok to forward them to you.  I gave Dr, Weyman your number so expect a call. J Thank you. Jason Anders
 
From: Michael Weyman <mweyman@clemson.edu> 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2025 12:03 PM
To: Jason Anders <janders@scag.gov>
Cc: Michael Weyman <mweyman@clemson.edu>
Subject: Fw: Preparing
Importance: High

 
WARNING: This message and any attached documents are *** UNCLASSIFIED // LAW
ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE *** and are designated FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. *** DO NOT
DISEMINATE *** It contains information that may be exempt from public release under the
Freedom of Information Act (5 USC 552). This document is to be controlled, handled,
transmitted, distributed, and disposed of in accordance with SC Code of Law 30-04-40
relating to exemptions from FOUO information, and is not to be released to the public or
personnel who do not have a valid "need-to-know" without prior approval from the Office
of General Counsel. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify the
sender immediately by reply e-mail and then delete this message.
 
Good morning, Jason, I hope this finds you well.  I was sent the email below from the Executive
Director of Clemson University Regulatory and Public Service Programs, PSA yesterday morning.  He
has charged me with contacting your office to request an opinion.  As far as Clemson is concerned,
they have an educational side and also house the State's Public Service and Agricultural, PSA agency,
see embedded link. 
 
Clemson PSA

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=17F3BB2C330B463597D45E0AB5D19818-MATT HOUCK
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Title 46, Chapter 10 	Boll Weevil Eradication

SECTION 46-10-130.Assessments and penalties against cotton growers.

(A) Each commercial cotton grower in this State is assessed an annual uniform fee determined by the commission not to exceed ten dollars an acre subject to change as provided in Section 46-10-120. The assessment must be utilized by the commission to carry out this chapter. The funds must be remitted promptly to the organization certified according to this chapter under terms and conditions the commission considers necessary to ensure that the assessments are used in a sound program of eradication or suppression of the boll weevil or other cotton pests. The certified organization shall provide to the division an annual audit of its accounts performed by a certified public accountant. The assessments collected by the commission under this chapter are not state funds.

Title 46, Chapter 13 	Pesticide Control Act

SECTION 46-13-40.Registration of pesticides and devices.

(F) The applicant desiring to register a pesticide shall pay an annual registration fee in accordance with the provisions of Section 46-13-45. Registrations expire on August thirty-first each year.

(H) If the renewal of a pesticide registration is not filed before September first of any one year, an additional fee of twenty-five dollars for each label must be assessed and added to the original fee and paid by the applicant before the registration renewal for that pesticide may be issued. The payment of the additional fee is not a bar to prosecution for doing business without proper registry.

SECTION 46-13-45.Pesticide registration fees; classes of fees.

There are two classes of pesticide registration fees as follows:

(1) Basic. All pesticide products are classified as basic pesticides, solely for determination of the annual registration fee. The classification may not affect a pesticide's state or federal classification as a general use pesticide or a restricted use pesticide. All registrants shall pay an annual basic registration fee of one hundred seventy-five dollars for each product registered. This fee may not be increased except by an act passed by the General Assembly other than the annual appropriations bill. This fee must be used to support the general regulatory enforcement and education programs of the Division of Regulatory and Public Service.

(2)(a) Special. In instances where identifiable types of pesticides require regulatory activities exceeding those provided by the general regulatory program, the director in consultation with pesticide registrants shall prepare and submit to the legislature a report containing:

(i) the identity of the particular types of pesticides and a listing of such pesticides which warrant special regulatory activity;

(ii) an evaluation and explanation of the special regulatory activity necessary, the approximate duration, and the costs of implementing and maintaining this activity;

(iii) a recommendation of the appropriate allocation of these costs; and

(iv) a recommendation of a special registration fee to collect the necessary amount to be paid by the registrants to fund the special regulatory activity.

(b) All special fees collected must be devoted exclusively to the special regulatory activities for which they were established and are not subject to any direct or indirect charges, costs, or assessments by any state agency. Special fees must be terminated when the special regulatory activities which these fees support are no longer required.

SECTION 46-13-50.Licensing of pesticide dealers.

A. (1) After October 21, 1976, no person shall act in the capacity of a pesticide dealer, or shall engage or offer to engage in the business of, advertise as, or assume to act as a pesticide dealer unless he is licensed annually as provided in this chapter. A separate license and fee shall be obtained for each establishment from which restricted use pesticides are distributed, sold, held for sale, or offered for sale directly to the user or for resale.

(2) Applications for a pesticide dealer license shall be in the form and shall contain the information prescribed by the director. Each initial application shall be accompanied by a fee of fifty dollars; additional license for applicants at the same location shall be ten dollars per applicant. All licenses issued under this chapter shall expire on December thirty-first of the year for which they are issued.

(3) The license for a pesticide dealer may be renewed annually upon application to the director accompanied by a fee of fifty dollars for each license, on or before the first day of January of the calendar year for which the license is issued.

SECTION 46-13-60.Standards for certification of pesticide applicators; applicators' licenses.

(1) Private applicators:

(b) Certification standards to determine the individual's competency with respect to the use of the pesticide or class of pesticides the private applicator is to be certified to use must be promulgated by the director.

(ii) Applications for a private applicator's license must be in the form and must contain the information prescribed by the director. Each application must be accompanied by a fee equaling two dollars a valid year. All licenses issued under this chapter expire on December thirty-first of the year that the license is dated to expire.


(3) All persons:

(a) No person (including officials or employees of federal, state, or local government) may use or supervise the use of a restricted use pesticide without a private, commercial, or noncommercial applicator license issued by the director.

(b) An annual fee of fifty dollars for each pesticide applicator's license issued to each office at which records relative to the sale or application of pesticides are maintained is required. Payment of this annual fee permits the certification of one individual under any or all of the classifications. A five dollar annual fee is required to certify each additional applicant who desires to be certified in any one classification. Noncommercial applicators are exempt from all fee requirements.

SECTION 46-13-230.Disposition of fees.

All fees collected pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall be retained by the Director of the Division of Regulatory and Public Service Programs of Clemson University and deposited in a separate fund for use in the administration of this chapter.

Title 46, Chapter 21 	Seeds; Plants; Seed and Plant Certification (Voluntary Program)

SECTION 46-21-65.Foundation seed program.

Clemson University shall cooperate with the South Carolina Foundation Seed Association in a foundation seed program responsible for the fostering of the production, processing, and distribution of pure varieties of crop seeds and plants as Clemson University recommends for increase in this State. The South Carolina Department of Agriculture will assist in these efforts as directed by the Commissioner or his designee.

ARTICLE 9 	Seed and Plant Certification


SECTION 46-21-615.Clemson program for seed and plant certification.

Clemson University shall maintain a program of seed and plant certification which shall have as its aim the fostering of the production and distribution of pure varieties of seeds and plants in South Carolina.

SECTION 46-21-635.Agencies to cooperate.

Insofar as the State Department of Agriculture, the Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service, the Clemson University Experiment Station, and the State Crop Pest Commission have to do with the sampling, testing, breeding, production, certification, and distribution of seeds and plants, these agencies shall actively cooperate with the University in carrying out the purposes of this article.

Title 46, Chapter 23 	Noxious Weeds

No Fees

Title 45, Chapter 25	Fertilizers

SECTION 46-25-210.Registration of fertilizer; application; fee.

(A) Each company guaranteeing commercial fertilizer offered for sale, sold, or distributed in this State must be registered with the State. The application for registration must be submitted to the commission on forms furnished by the commission. Upon approval by the commission or its authorized agent, a copy of the registration must be furnished to the applicant.

(1) A person wishing to become a registrant, before engaging in business, shall secure a license or renewal from the commission or its authorized representative. The application for the license must be on forms furnished by and contain the information prescribed by the commission or its authorized representative. The application must be accompanied by an annual registration fee in accordance with the following schedule:

Tonnage Volume of Registrant License Fee 0-5,000 tons One hundred dollars 5,001-25,000 tons Two hundred dollars More than 25,000 tons Four Hundred dollars

A new registrant shall pay a license fee of one hundred dollars. On renewal the fee must be based on the tonnage volume of the registrant in accordance with the schedule above. The tonnage is determined from the monthly tonnage reports filed by the registrant in accordance with this chapter. The license must be renewed annually and is effective from July first through June thirtieth of the following year. Fees must be paid by the first day of July of each calendar year. The license may be revoked for a violation of a provision of this chapter or regulations promulgated by the authority.

(2) All brands and grades of specialty fertilizer offered for sale, sold, or distributed in this State must be registered on forms supplied by the commission or its agent. All specialty fertilizers sold or distributed in this State are subject to an annual registration fee of thirty dollars for each product.

(3) A general fertilizer permit authorizes the permit holder to engage in the distribution of commercial fertilizers except those determined by the commission to be restricted fertilizers as defined in this chapter. This permit category is included in the application of all fertilizer registrants. A person holding a general fertilizer permit may not engage in the distribution of restricted fertilizers. No fee will be charged for this permit.

(4) A restricted fertilizer permit authorizes the permit holder to engage in the distribution of all commercial fertilizers, including those that are designated as restricted fertilizers. A restricted fertilizer permit holder may refuse to sell to persons attempting to purchase restricted fertilizers out of season, in unusual quantities, or under suspect purchase patterns. A restricted fertilizer permit holder must record a valid state or federal driver's license number, or other picture identification card number approved for purchaser identification use by the commission, for the purchaser of restricted fertilizer. This information and additional records as set forth by the commission must be maintained for a minimum of two years. A registrant may obtain this permit by indication of intent to distribute restricted fertilizers on the application for registration. No distributor or registrant shall supply restricted fertilizers to a distributor or other persons or entities for resale who do not hold a valid restricted fertilizer permit. The annual permit fee shall be two hundred fifty dollars. Fertilizer registrants shall not be subject to permitting fees.





SECTION 46-25-810.Inspection tax and tonnage reports; collection fee.


For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this chapter, all registrants or guarantors who distribute or sell any commercial fertilizer in South Carolina shall pay to the division an inspection tax of fifty cents for each ton of commercial fertilizer sold. A report of tonnage is due and the inspection tax payable quarterly for periods ending September thirtieth, December thirty-first, March thirty-first, and June thirtieth. The report is due within thirty days following the end of each quarter covering tonnage of commercial fertilizer sold during the preceding quarter by the registrant or guarantor transacting, distributing, or selling to a nonregistrant. If the tonnage report is not filed and the payment of inspection taxes is not made within fifteen days after the date due, a collection fee amounting to ten percent of the amount due must be assessed against the guarantor, and the amount of fees due constitutes a debt and becomes the basis of a judgment against the guarantor. If the tonnage report is not filed and the payment of the inspection tax and collection fee is not made within thirty days after the date due, the registration of the commercial fertilizer registered by the delinquent guarantor is automatically canceled. If the report is false, fifteen days after due written notice and opportunity for hearing have been given, the commission may cancel the registration of commercial fertilizer registered by the delinquent guarantor.

SECTION 46-25-815.Fertilizer inspection fee.

In addition to the inspection tax on the distribution or sale of commercial fertilizer imposed pursuant to Section 46-25-810, there is imposed an inspection fee equal to one dollar a ton on the distribution or sale of commercial fertilizer in this State.

The provisions of Section 46-25-810 with respect to the liability for reporting, payment, collection, and enforcement of the fifty cents a ton inspection fee on the distribution or sale of commercial fertilizer in this State are deemed to apply to the additional one dollar a ton inspection fee imposed pursuant to this section. All revenues of the fee imposed pursuant to this section must be retained and expended by the Division of Regulatory and Public Service Programs of Clemson University (Clemson PSA) for Clemson PSA programs. Unexpended revenues of this fee at the end of a fiscal year carry forward to the succeeding fiscal year for Clemson PSA and must be used for the same purposes.

SECTION 46-25-820.Annual registration fee and inspection tax on packages containing ten pounds or less.

On individual packages of commercial fertilizer containing ten pounds or less, there must be paid in lieu of the fifty cents a ton inspection tax a combined annual registration fee and inspection tax of sixty dollars for each brand and grade sold or distributed. Where fertilizer is sold or distributed in packages of ten pounds or less as well as in packages over ten pounds, this annual registration and inspection tax of sixty dollars applies only to that portion sold in packages of ten pounds or less. That portion sold in packages over ten pounds is subject to the same regulation requirement provided in Section 46-25-210 and an inspection tax as provided in Section 46-25-810.





SECTION 46‑25‑825. Registration of separately identified products.

Each separately identified product shall be registered before being distributed in this State. The application for registration shall be submitted to the commission on the form furnished or approved by the commission and shall be accompanied by a fee of one hundred dollars per product. Upon approval by the commission, a copy of the registration shall be furnished to the applicant. All registrations expire on June thirtieth of the following year. Each manufacturer shall submit to the commission a copy of labels and advertising literature with the registration request for each soil amendment.



Title 46, Chapter 26 	Agricultural Liming Materials and Landplaster

SECTION 46-26-50.Distributors; application to engage in business; permits; fees.

A person desiring to become a distributor as defined in this chapter, before engaging in this business, shall make application to the commission on application forms furnished by the commission for a permit to do business in South Carolina. Each application should be accompanied by a remittance of twenty dollars for each distributor as a fee for issue of permit. The applicant shall guarantee compliance with all provisions of this chapter which apply to the sale of bulk liming materials, or landplaster, or both, which shall include delivery to the consumer the bulk liming materials, or landplaster, or both, purchased. Upon approval by the commission, a copy of the permit must be furnished to the applicant and when furnished, shall authorize the person receiving it to do business as a distributor. All permits expire on June thirtieth of each year.

SECTION 46-26-60.Registration of products; application.

(A) Each separately identified product must be registered before being distributed in this State. The application for registration must be submitted to the commission on forms furnished or approved by the commission or its duly authorized representative and must be accompanied by a fee of twenty dollars per product. Upon approval by the commission or its duly authorized representative, a copy of the registration must be furnished to the applicant. All registrations must expire on June thirtieth of each year.

Title 46, Chapter 33 	Shipment and Sale of Trees, Plants, and Shrubs

SECTION 46-33-80.Fees, phytosanitary certificate, export or import of plants to or from foreign destinations.

Fees for phytosanitary certificates issued for export or import of plants to or from foreign destinations must be assessed in accordance with the federal fee schedule. The fees must be retained by the State Crop Pest Commission for use in the administration of this chapter.

SECTION 46-33-90.Definitions; registration requirements.

(B) All persons engaged in sale or distribution of nursery stock must register with the commission and pay the fees required by this section. The commission is authorized to collect and retain fees from nursery inspection and registration, nursery dealer registration, plant pest inspection, and all other plant pest certification activities.

(C)(1) Nursery registration fees shall be on a graduated scale and may not exceed two hundred dollars per year. All registration certificates expire on September thirtieth and are renewable on or before October first annually. In cases where nursery stock is grown at more than one location by one nursery, the fees shall be based upon the nursery's aggregate number of acres in production of the nursery. In cases where the nursery consists of a combination of greenhouses and acreage, a single license fee must be assessed at the higher rate of the two categories.

(2)(a) The following nursery registration fees shall be paid annually:

(i) Nursery stock, except turfgrass, with a production acreage of ten or less; greenhouses with less than six thousand square feet; or a turfgrass production acreage of two hundred fifty or less shall be $75.00.

(ii) Nursery stock, except turfgrass, with a production acreage of eleven to twenty-five; greenhouses with six thousand to thirty thousand square feet; or a turfgrass production acreage of two hundred fifty-one to five hundred shall be $125.00.

(iii) Nursery stock, except turfgrass, with a production acreage of twenty-five or more; greenhouses with more than thirty thousand square feet; or a turfgrass production acreage of five hundred one or more shall be $200.00.

(b) The following nursery dealer fees shall be paid annually:

(i) Nursery dealer locations for which annual gross sales equal $10,000.00 or less shall pay $0.00.

(ii) Nursery dealer locations for which annual gross sales are between $10,001.00 to $100,000.00 shall pay $50.00.

(iii) Nursery dealer locations for which annual gross sales are over $100,000.00 shall pay $100.00.

(D) Growers who produce transplants or seedlings grown solely for the purpose of being distributed for production of agricultural commodities must register with the commission but are exempt from nursery registration fees. No ornamental bedding plants or nursery stock may be grown in conjunction with exempt agricultural transplants unless the fees required by this section are paid.

(E) Governmental and nonprofit organizations which are not in the business of commercial sale of nursery stock are exempt from the payment of fees and registration required by this section; however, governmental and nonprofit organizations which are not in the business of commercial sale of nursery stock are subject to all commission rules and regulations. The Forestry Commission is exempt from paying fees required by this section. All persons selling Christmas trees from November to January who are not otherwise required by this section to either register or pay the fees are exempt from registering and paying the fees.

Title 46, Chapter 35 	Neglected or Abandoned Orchards

No Fees

Title 46, Chapter 37 Introduction of Honey Bees Into State

No Fees



Regulations

Chapter 27, Article 12 	Plant Nursery Regulations

27-160. Plant Nursery Regulation.



	A. Definitions

(14) Nursery Grower Hobbyist: Any Nursery Grower who has less than $5,000 in gross annual sales. Hobbyists are exempt from registration fees.



(17) Nursery Dealer Hobbyist: Any Nursery Dealer having less than $10,000 in gross annual sales. Hobbyists are exempt from registration fees.



(23) Registration: The determination of the regulated fee schedule category and the collection of applicable fees by the Department.



27-161. Nursery Grower Certification Process.



	Nursery Grower Certificates are required for all Nurseries defined as Nursery Growers. The Nursery Grower Certification Process requires successful completion of the Application, Inspection, and Registration sections below for all Nursery Growers.



C. Registration



		All Nursery Growers in South Carolina are subject to Registration and applicable fees by the Department unless exempt elsewhere in this regulation. Nursery Grower registration fees shall be on a graduated scale. All Nursery Grower Certificates expire annually. If Nursery Stock is grown at more than one location by the same Nursery Grower, the fees shall be based upon the nursery’s aggregate number of acres and/or greenhouse square footage in production of the nursery. In cases where the Nursery consists of a combination of greenhouses, turfgrass, and other nursery stock acreage, a single license fee must be assessed at the higher rate of the three categories.



	The following annual Nursery Grower Registration fee schedule is in effect:



		(1) Nursery stock (except turfgrass) with a production acreage of 10 or less; greenhouses with less than 6,000 square feet; or a turfgrass production acreage of 250 or less shall be $75.00.



		(2) Nursery stock (except turfgrass) with a production acreage of 11 to 25; greenhouses with 6,000 to 30,000 square feet; or a turfgrass production acreage of 251 to 500 shall be $125.00.



		(3) Nursery stock (except turfgrass) with a production acreage of 25 or more; greenhouses with more than 30,000 square feet; or a turfgrass production acreage of 501 or more shall be $200.00.



	Nursery Growers who produce transplants or seedlings grown solely for the purpose of being distributed for production of agricultural commodities must complete Registration with the Department but are exempt from nursery registration fees. If Nursery Stock is grown in conjunction with the aforementioned category of plants, the Nursery will remain subject to the fee schedule of this section.



	Nursery Grower Hobbyists are required to produce sales records to the Department upon request and will remain subject to all other requirements of this section.



	The Forestry Commission and governmental and nonprofit organizations which are not in the business of commercial sale of nursery stock are exempt from the fees required by registration, but will remain subject to all other requirements of this section. All persons selling cut Christmas trees from November to January who are not otherwise required to adhere to this section are exempt from the requirements of this section.



27-162. Nursery Dealer Certification Process. In law 46-33



C. Registration



All Nursery Dealers in South Carolina are subject to Registration and applicable fees by the Department unless exempt elsewhere in this regulation. Nursery Dealer registration fees shall be on a graduated scale and Nursery Dealer Certificates expire annually. If Nursery Stock is sold at more than one location by the same Nursery Dealer, applicable Registration fees shall apply per location. Nursery Dealers must produce sales records to the Department upon request.



	The following annual Nursery Dealer Registration fee schedule is in effect:



		(1) Nursery Dealer locations for which annual gross sales equal $10,000.00 or less shall pay $0.00.



		(2) Nursery Dealer locations for which annual gross sales are between $10,001.00 and $100,000.00 shall pay $50.00.



		(3) Nursery Dealer locations for which annual gross sales are over $100,000.00 shall pay $100.00.



	Nursery Dealer Hobbyists are exempt from Registration fees, but are still subject to all other parts of this Regulation.



27-163. Nursery Stock Shipment.



C. Nursery Certificate Tags Acquisition and Cost



Successful completion of the Certification Process and payment of applicable fees is required prior to any Nursery Certificate Tag issuance and/or use. The Department provides two options for obtaining Nursery Certificate Tags:



1. Department-printing on a cost-reimbursement basis can be requested by the Nurseryman. Upon request, Nursery Certificate Tags will be printed by the Department and shipped to the Nurseryman. A price list may be obtained from the Department upon request.



2. Self-printing of Nursery Certificate Tags may be approved upon written request to the Department and all costs associated with will be at the expense of the Nursery Grower or Nursery Dealer. Prior to approval of self-printing, Department requirements regarding language and symbol use, and size of tags used must be met.



Chapter 27, Article 13 	Fertilizer Board of Control

27-182. Requirements for Distribution, Labeling and Sale of “Soil Amendments”.



C. Registration



(1) Each separately identified product shall be registered before being distributed in this State. The application for registration shall be submitted to the board on the form furnished or approved by the board and shall be accompanied by a fee of $50.00 per product. This fee will be forwarded by the board to the South Carolina State Treasurer. Upon approval by the board a copy of the registration shall be furnished to the applicant. All registrations expire on June 30 of the following year. Each manufacturer shall submit to the board a copy of labels and advertising literature with the registration request for each soil amendment.



(5) If the application for renewal of the soil amendment registration provided for in this section is not filed prior to July 1 of any one year, a penalty of $10.00 shall be assessed and added to the original fee and shall be paid by the applicant before the renewal soil amendment registration shall be issued. PROVIDED, That such penalty shall not apply if the applicant furnished an affidavit that he has not distributed this soil amendment subsequent to the expiration of his prior registration.



D. Inspection Fee.



(1) There shall be paid to the board for all soil amendments distributed in this state an inspection fee of $1.00 per ton.



(2) Every person who distributes a soil amendment in the state shall file with the board on forms furnished by the board quarterly statements for periods ending September 30, December 31, March 31, and June 30 setting forth the number of net tons of each soil amendment distributed in the state during such quarter. The report shall be due within 30 days following each quarter. Such statement shall be accompanied by a payment of the inspection fee at the rate of $1.00 per ton.



(3) When more than one distributor is involved in the distribution of a soil amendment product, the last registrant who distributes to a nonregistrant (dealer or consumer) is responsible for reporting the tonnage and paying the inspection fees unless the reporting and paying of fees have been made by a prior distributor of the soil amendment product. If the report is not filed or is filed falsely or the inspection fee is not paid within 30 days following each quarter, the board may revoke the registration of such persons and a penalty of $5.00 per day for each subsequent day shall be assessed. The inspection fee and the penalty shall constitute a debt and become the basis for a judgment against such person which may be collected by the board in any court of competent jurisdiction without prior demand.





Chapter 27, Article 14 	Seed Certification Standards

C. Certification Charges and Dates for Filing Applications.



Completed applications with accompanying seed documentary evidence specified in section B should be filed with the Seed Certification Department by the appropriate dates specified on the application and should be accompanied with applicable fees as indicated on the certification application form.



D. Late Application Fee



If an applicant fails to file application within 15 days of the deadline date for filing an application for certification of a crop, a late application fee will be added to regular certification charges.



E. Canceling Applications



To receive a full refund of all charges related to the application, applicants desiring to cancel applications for certification must inform the Seed Certification Department in sufficient time to notify the field inspector. If the inspector cannot be notified in time to prevent an unnecessary trip to the farm, the farm fee indicated on the application will be assessed.



D. Re-inspection of Rejected Fields



If a grower desires re-inspection of a rejected field, he must notify the Department when deficiencies have been corrected. The cost of re-inspections shall be another farm fee and inspection fee. Another farm fee will not be charged on a re-inspection if a re-inspection can be performed in conjunction with other first-time inspection work on later maturing varieties, etc.



F. Approved Conditioners



2. Inspections. Plants applying for Approved classification will be inspected at least once annually with the times of inspections to be at the discretion of the Seed Certification Department and without prior notification to the conditioner. Approved conditioner classification shall remain in effect for one year providing subsequent inspections do not disclose deficiencies which result in loss of the classification. If, during inspection, deficiencies are noted that prevent the facility from being granted the Approved classification, the owner will have 30 days to correct the deficiencies before losing the Approved classification. Consideration will be given to correction of deficiencies that would require more than 30 days because of need for mechanical or engineering changes. If Approved status is lost as the result of deficiencies not corrected, re-instatement must be accomplished by filing a new application and paying another inspection fee. At the end of the year during which a facility has retained its Approved status the Seed Certification Department will notify the conditioner of the need to file an application for renewal of Approved classification.



3. Inspection Fee. The annual fee for Approved conditioner classification shall be payable at the time application is filed. The fee will cover all inspections for one year if, during the course of the year’s inspections, the facility retains its Approved classification. If a facility loses its Approved classification as the result of deficiencies noted during inspections and the conditioner desires to correct the deficiencies and request reinstatement to Approved status, he must file a new application and pay the fee again.



I. Application of General Certification Standards



C. The General Standards are modified as follows:



			1. Foundation Turf—shall be the vegetative increase of Breeder or Foundation turf.



			2. *Registered Turf—shall be the vegetative increase of Foundation turf.



			3. Certified Turf—shall be the vegetative increase of Foundation or Registered turf.



			4. Life of Stand: The life of the stand will continue for all classes of vegetatively propagated turf grasses as long as the varietal and mechanical purity for the class is maintained, unless life of stand is more narrowly defined by the originator or sponsoring agency.



*A grower of Registered turf may increase his acreage of Registered turf from his own production provided the increase is adjacent and planted on land under the control of the grower. The size of such increase is not to exceed a total of ten (10) additional acres.The grower can increase acreage by the equivalent number of original acres up to ten acres.



OR



Grower Application - Grower will submit application for certified turfgrass by published dates on the application. Applications can be obtained from the seed certification department or online. Payment will be submitted with the application prior to processing by the department. A late fee will apply after the application deadline. A map designating field identification must be submitted with each application. Fields will not be inspected without proper signage and maps. Those fields are subject to a reinpsection fee.



Chapter 27, Article 17 South Carolina Pesticide Control

27-1072. Special Permits



D. State registrations may be issued for a period of one (1) year or less and shall be subject to the prescribed registration fee. State registrations may be renewed annually upon written application to the Director. These applications will be reviewed annually by the Department to ensure that the use of the product still meets the basic criteria set forth in paragraphs B and C above.



E. State experimental use permits shall be issued for a specified period of time, are not subject to a registration fee, and may be extended at the discretion of the Director after appropriate consultations with the affected parties or their representatives.



27-1076. Licensing of Pesticide Dealers and Dealer Records Maintenance.



A. No person younger than eighteen (18) years-old will be licensed as a pesticide dealer.



B. Pesticide dealers must pass a written examination, unless already certified as commercial applicators.



C. Pesticide dealers must complete an application form published by the Department.



D. The prescribed fee must accompany the application.



E. The dealer’s license cannot be substituted for any part of an applicator’s license, nor does the obtainment of a dealer’s license reduce an applicant’s obligation to pass examinations or pay the full fees for an applicator’s license.

F. Pesticide dealer’s licenses shall expire on December 31st. Licenses may be renewed annually prior to January 1st by application to the Director and payment of the annual fee. A 25% penalty will be charged for renewal applications filed on or after January 1st. Licenses that are not renewed by April 1st of the calendar year following their expiration, may not be renewed without the applicant’s passing another examination and re-applying for the license.



	I. Commercial applicators must accomplish all of the following items below prior to being certified and licensed:



(1) Pass the Core examination, a basic test dealing with the minimum amount of subject matter considered essential to the safe use of restricted use pesticides.



(2) Pass a separate Category examination for each of the practice areas listed above. Note: passing the core exam without passing a category exam does not entitle the applicant to use or supervise the use of Restricted Use pesticides or perform pest control activities in categories for which licensing is required. Similarly, passing a category exam without passing the Core examination does not entitle the applicant to use or supervise the use of Restricted Use pesticides.



(3) Complete an application form published by the Department.



(4) Fees for the examinations, licensing, and for certification in additional categories beyond the initial category of certification shall be as prescribed.



27-1079. Certification and Licensing of Noncommercial Applicators.



C. Persons holding a noncommercial applicator’s license may use restricted use pesticides, but only for work in the specific categories, as outlined for commercial applicators, in which the applicator has demonstrated competence. These licenses are issued to permit qualified governmental employees to perform their official duties on the job.



(1) Noncommercial applicators must submit an application form published by the Department and must pass the same set of examinations required of the commercial applicators.



(2) Noncommercial applicators are exempt from the fee requirements imposed on commercial applicators.



27-1085. Standards for Prevention or Control of Wood-destroying Organisms.



M. No main business office where records are kept or branch office must engage in structural pest control activities in the State without first obtaining a Pest Control Business License from the Department.



(1) A Business License will be issued only when the location has appointed a Designated Certified Applicator in charge (DCA). The DCA must be licensed by the Department in Category 7A and permanently assigned to that specific location on a full time basis while the business is operating. The DCA must be present during the normal operation of the business, except for normal sick or annual leave and training days away from the office. No individual may be designated as the DCA for more than one location from which pesticide applications are made.

(d) The annual Business License fee shall be as prescribed. The Business License is valid from January 1st through December 31st unless suspended or revoked.



Chapter 27, Article 18 	Boll Weevil Quarantine

27-1097. Participation in Program, Payment of Fees, Collections, Penalties.



	A. All cotton producers in the State are required to participate in the eradication/containment program. Participation shall include timely reporting of acreage and field locations, maintenance of access to the fields for program employees, compliance with regulations and payment of required fees. The Director shall publish the program costs per acre on or before March 15 of each growing year, as set by the State Crop Pest Commission in consultation with the South Carolina Boll Weevil Eradication Foundation, Inc. (SCBWEF). The following procedures are mandatory:



		1. Each producer must file the preliminary and final Cotton Acreage Reporting Forms at the FSA office which serves the county in which the cotton is to be grown;



		2. Each producer must pay the determined fee, not to exceed ten dollars ($10.00) per acre for commercial cotton, on or before July 15 of the then current growing season. Final payment must be based on FSA certified or measured acreage of reported fields;



		3. All fees and penalties will be paid by the producer, or someone on the producer’s behalf. Fees and penalties will be collected by the appropriate FSA office and timely transmitted to the Director. Checks, money orders, and other negotiable instruments will be made payable to the SCBWEF;



		4. The Director must assess a penalty, not to exceed five dollars ($5.00) per acre, for failure to make full and/or timely payment. All payments must be made on or before July 15, except when July 15 falls on a state or federal holiday or on a weekend, in which case payment is due no later than the close of business on the next federal work day. The Director, in determining the appropriate penalty, shall consider the length of the delay, the efforts and costs expended in the collection process, and any information provided by the producer. Dishonored checks, if not made good on or before the July 15 deadline, will be considered as failure to make timely payment and may be assessed the full penalty, in addition to any other penalties or charges authorized by law;



		5. Non-commercial/ornamental cotton shall be assessed at $40.00 per acre or any fractional part thereof.





Provisos



     45.4.      (CU-PSA: Retention of Fees)  All revenues collected from the regulatory programs of agrichemical, plant industry and crop protection including:  fertilizer, lime, and soil amendments registration fees; pesticide licensing fees; seed certification fees; and fertilizer tax/inspection fees must be retained by Clemson University PSA regulatory programs.



45.7.      (CU-PSA: Livestock-Poultry Health Programs)  For the current fiscal year Clemson University Public Service Activities shall maintain operation of the state Meat Inspection Program.  All revenues and recoveries from USDA Food Safety Inspection Services and from USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services for Clemson University PSA's Livestock-Poultry Health Programs and its departments shall be retained by Clemson University-PSA's Livestock-Poultry Health Program for purposes of carrying out the operation of its programs.























 
At essence, is to me a fairly cut and dry matter.  PSA receives funding from three sources, federal grant
dollars, generated revenues and state appropriations that are mandated through statute to be used
solely for their regulatory programs. Please see above attachment.
 
In other words, PSA funds are in great shape but due to the finances of the college-side we have been
issued the below edict, making it impossible to protect industry, the citizens of SC, agriculture,
forestry and other shareholders.
 
It is not my intent to dump this on you, but I know you will know who I need to get this to.  For obvious
reasons please do not disseminate outside your office.  
 
Obviously, the email from Dean Holt is at the bottom of this distro.
 
Respectfully,
 
Mike
 
 
Dr. Michael D. Weyman, Jr., Director
Clemson Regulatory
Criminal Investigation Division
Special Investigations Unit
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Mike,

 

Please see the email below sent to CAFLS leadership from Dean Holt on Friday Morning.  The
email appears to have been deleted since that time, but I maintained a copy under another
thread from Tom Dobbins, Melissa Kelley, and Paula Agudelo.  I am deeply concerned by this
directive and under my authority in Title 46 of the South Carolina Code of Laws I am officially
instructing you to reach out to the South Carolina Attorney General to receive an official
opinion to determine if this is a lawful directive.  Specifically, I need the AG’s office to



establish that the following is correct:

 

1. Section 46-9-10 establishes the “Crop Pest Commission”, a body consisting of no less
than three members of the Clemson University Board of Trustees Agriculture and Natural
Resources Committee.

2. This Commission is established for the purpose of ensuring that Chapters 10, 13, 25, 26,
33, 35, and 37 of Title 46 SC Code of Laws and other duties and responsibilities assigned
by law.

3. The Commission delegates legal authority to execute the provision above to the Director
of Regulatory and Public Service Programs, Clemson University.  This authority includes
“police powers” and  requires us to report violations as referenced in 46-9-70 below:

 

SECTION 46-9-70.Police powers of commission, assistants, deputies, and agents; violations
reported to commission.

The members of the commission and their assistants, deputies, and agents have police power in
executing this chapter and as otherwise provided by law. Every person shall report violations to
the commission.

In addition, I want to determine what constitutes “interference” as referenced in the following
highlighted and bold section:

 

 

SECTION 46-9-80.Penalties for interfering with commission, director, deputies, assistants, or
agents.

A person who seeks to prevent an inspection under the direction of the commission, the
director, or his deputies, assistants, or agents or who otherwise interferes with the director or
his assistants, deputies, or agents, while in the performance of their duties under this
chapter and other chapters of this title assigned to the jurisdiction of the commission, is
guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than fifty nor more
than two hundred dollars or imprisoned not less than ten nor more than thirty days, or
both, for a first offense and for a second offense in the discretion of the court.

 

My logic in asking this is that I believe the directive below stating that “no spending
approvals from above. For anything. For any reason.” constitutes direct interference with
our ability to perform our duties as indicated above and places us in a position that is In
direct conflict with the law.  I am also acting on behalf of the Commission to ensure that
Clemson and our commission remains compliant with the state laws and regulations.

 



Please make this request a priority and let me know if you have any questions.

 

Regards,

 

Steve

 

 

 

 

 

On Mar 28, 2025, at 6:40 AM, Matt Holt <mattholt@clemson.edu> wrote:

﻿

All,

 

I want to start preparing you for what seems to be coming: no spending
approvals from above. For anything. For any reason. Unless, of course, it is
grant related or it directly impacts our teaching mission, as in, direct
classroom instruction. This is the not-so-subtle message I am getting from
above. I fully appreciate that this leaves CAFLS exposed in many ways. And
no, I am not trying to be drastic, just honest.

 

I am sure you have many questions, as do I. Of course, we will discuss this
situation in more detail on Monday. But I want you to start mentally
preparing yourselves for what may well be a very difficult and challenging
time for CAFLS. 

 

I am sorry I do not have more encouraging news to share. But again, we will
get through this, one way or another.

 

Matt

 

mailto:mattholt@clemson.edu


Matt Holt | Clemson University

Dean

College of Agriculture, Forestry, and Life Sciences

101 Barre Hall

Clemson, SC 29634
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From: Sabrina Todd
To: Ashley Wilson
Subject: OTH Dr. Michael D. Weyman, Jr. with Clemson University, Public Service and Agriculture funding
Date: Thursday, February 19, 2026 10:28:38 AM
Attachments: FW Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused .msg

RE Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused .msg
Re Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused .msg

Ashley,
 
I was contacted last Friday by Jason Anders in Statewide Grand Jury.  He had received an email from
Dr. Michael Weyman, director of Clemson University’s special investigations unit dealing with issues
such as pesticide regulation and invasive insects.  The email was addressed to both Anders and Matt
Houck, who was previously in opinions.  Houck had communicated with Dr. Weyman and later Bert
Wilkins in Clemson’s office of general counsel about Weyman’s concerns that leadership at Clemson
was not properly funding his unit as required by statute.  Weyman’s recent email to Houck and Anders
indicated continued problems over funding.  I researched the email correspondence in OnBase and
talked with Anders to get what information he had and told him I was going to reach out to Wilkins and
would keep him informed but that we are not going to be addressing Weyman’s concerns unless
someone who can request an opinion does so. 
 
I contacted Bert Wilkins and had a video call with him yesterday.  During the call I explained that we
would be happy to take up any requests for a legal opinion coming out of his office, but we do not find
facts and are not able to answer an opinion request for Dr. Weyman.  Based on the nature of
Weyman’s  allegations, I was going to refer him to the OIG, but am not taking any position on his
allegations.  I then wrote to Weyman, explaining what we do and the limitations of what services we
offer.  I suggested he contact the Office of the Inspector General with his concerns.  Copied Anders. 
Weyman thanked me.
 
Attached are the email Anders forwarded to me, email correspondence with Bert Wilkins, and my
email correspondence with Dr. Weyman.
 
Thank you,
 
Sabrina
 
 

mailto:sabrinatodd@scag.gov
mailto:Ashleywilson@scag.gov

FW: Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused 

		From

		Jason Anders

		To

		Sabrina Todd

		Recipients

		sabrinatodd@scag.gov



Sabrina,



     Here is the e mail I referenced in my phone message.  I am not sure what he wants, maybe an opinion as to the funding aspect but I told him I would forward as he has been speaking with Matthew Houck.   I am leaving early today but will be available next week. Thanks. Jason



 



From: Michael D Weyman Jr <mweyman@clemson.edu> 
Sent: Friday, February 6, 2026 4:42 PM
To: Matt Houck <MHouck@scag.gov>
Cc: Jason Anders <janders@scag.gov>
Subject: Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused 
Importance: High



 



Good afternoon, men and happy Friday.  I am afraid we find ourselves still being adversely affected by the Clemson University Executive Leadership Team and their failure to allow Clemson PSA Regulatory Programs to utilize state appropriated funds specifically listed by statute to be utilized for the implementation of SC Code of Laws Title 46 and 47.  



 



Matt, I know I have already forwarded multiple documents demonstrating the aforementioned allegations.  I am currently cataloging additional examples of the interference being received by Clemson Regulatory Programs by Clemson ELT's failure to recognize the legislator's clear intent for those funds to be drawn down for the implementation of state mandated regulatory programs.



 



Once your office has had an opeertunity to review what I have submitted, I wold like to set-up a virtual call between the AG's Office and Executive Leadership of Clemson PSA Regulatory and Clemson Livestock and Poultry Health, LPH.



 



Ideally, the timeline for this meeting would be end of this coming week.  I very much look forward to hearing from you.



 



Very Respectfully,



 



Mike



 



Dr. Michael D. Weyman, Jr., Director



Clemson Regulatory



Criminal Investigation Division



Special Investigations Unit






RE: Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused 

		From

		Sabrina Todd

		To

		Robert Wilkins

		Cc

		Beth Crocker

		Recipients

		bertw@clemson.edu; bcrock@clemson.edu



Good morning Bert,



 



I have no meetings scheduled for today and will be going to lunch around 1:30.  Tomorrow, I have a meeting at 3:00, but should otherwise be available.  



 



Thank you,



 



Sabrina



 



 



Sabrina C. Todd



Assistant Attorney General
Office of the South Carolina Attorney General



Office 803-734-4034



P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211



sabrinatodd@scag.gov  



 







 



 



 



From: Robert Wilkins <bertw@clemson.edu> 
Sent: Monday, February 16, 2026 9:26 AM
To: Sabrina Todd <sabrinatodd@scag.gov>
Cc: Beth Crocker <bcrock@clemson.edu>
Subject: RE: Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused 



 



Good morning Sabrina,



 



I hope you have a nice weekend.  I am following up on your email from Friday.  Please let me know your availability the next couple of days.  I’ve copied Beth Crocker in our office who will join us on the call.  I will schedule a call once we can identify a good time for everyone.



 



Thanks,



Bert



 



Robert W. Wilkins



Associate General Counsel



Clemson University



207 Sikes Hall



Clemson, SC 29634



 



864.656.3414



bertw@clemson.edu



 



 



 



 



From: Sabrina Todd <sabrinatodd@scag.gov> 
Sent: Friday, February 13, 2026 1:37 PM
To: Robert Wilkins <bertw@clemson.edu>
Subject: RE: Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused 



 



	This Message Is From An External Sender: Use caution when opening links or attachments if you do not recognize the sender. 



Thank you, Bert.  Next week would be great.  



 



Enjoy your weekend.



 



Sabrina



 



 



Sabrina C. Todd



Assistant Attorney General
Office of the South Carolina Attorney General



Office 803-734-4034



P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211



sabrinatodd@scag.gov  



 







 



 



 



From: Robert Wilkins <bertw@clemson.edu> 
Sent: Friday, February 13, 2026 1:33 PM
To: Sabrina Todd <sabrinatodd@scag.gov>
Subject: RE: Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused 



 



Sabrina,



 



Thank you for your email.  Please let me check in with others in my office and those that are more engaged on this issue.   We will follow up with you early next week if that is ok.



 



I am in a CLE all day today, but if you need to speak with me, my cell number is 864-430-6288.



 



Sincerely,



Bert



 



Robert W. Wilkins



Associate General Counsel



Clemson University



207 Sikes Hall



Clemson, SC 29634



 



864.656.3414



bertw@clemson.edu



 



 



 



 



From: Sabrina Todd <sabrinatodd@scag.gov> 
Sent: Friday, February 13, 2026 12:04 PM
To: Robert Wilkins <bertw@clemson.edu>
Subject: FW: Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused 
Importance: High



 



	This Message Is From An External Sender: Use caution when opening links or attachments if you do not recognize the sender. 



Dear Mr. Wilkins:



 



Below, please find an email Dr. Weyman sent to our office last week.  I understand Matt Houck spoke with you about some of Dr. Weyman’s concerns back in August.  I would like to discuss this with you.  Do you have time today or one day next week?



 



Respectfully,



 



 



Sabrina C. Todd



Assistant Attorney General
Office of the South Carolina Attorney General



Office 803-734-4034



P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211



sabrinatodd@scag.gov  



 







 



  



 



From: Jason Anders <janders@scag.gov> 
Sent: Friday, February 13, 2026 11:03 AM
To: Sabrina Todd <sabrinatodd@scag.gov>
Subject: FW: Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused 
Importance: High



 



 



From: Michael D Weyman Jr <mweyman@clemson.edu> 
Sent: Friday, February 6, 2026 4:42 PM
To: Matt Houck <MHouck@scag.gov>
Cc: Jason Anders <janders@scag.gov>
Subject: Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused 
Importance: High



 



Good afternoon, men and happy Friday.  I am afraid we find ourselves still being adversely affected by the Clemson University Executive Leadership Team and their failure to allow Clemson PSA Regulatory Programs to utilize state appropriated funds specifically listed by statute to be utilized for the implementation of SC Code of Laws Title 46 and 47.  



 



Matt, I know I have already forwarded multiple documents demonstrating the aforementioned allegations.  I am currently cataloging additional examples of the interference being received by Clemson Regulatory Programs by Clemson ELT's failure to recognize the legislator's clear intent for those funds to be drawn down for the implementation of state mandated regulatory programs.



 



Once your office has had an opeertunity to review what I have submitted, I wold like to set-up a virtual call between the AG's Office and Executive Leadership of Clemson PSA Regulatory and Clemson Livestock and Poultry Health, LPH.



 



Ideally, the timeline for this meeting would be end of this coming week.  I very much look forward to hearing from you.



 



Very Respectfully,



 



Mike



 



Dr. Michael D. Weyman, Jr., Director



Clemson Regulatory



Criminal Investigation Division



Special Investigations Unit





image001.png








Re: Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused 

		From

		Michael D Weyman Jr

		To

		Sabrina Todd

		Cc

		Jason Anders

		Recipients

		sabrinatodd@scag.gov; janders@scag.gov



Thank you both. Sabrina, I will explore that option.  



V/r.



Mike





Dr. Michael D. Weyman, Jr., Director



Clemson Regulatory



Criminal Investigation Division



Special Investigations Unit








 




















































On Feb 18, 2026, at 14:09, Sabrina Todd <sabrinatodd@scag.gov> wrote:





﻿ 

	

This Message Is From An External Sender: Use caution when opening links or attachments if you do not recognize the sender. 



Dear Dr. Weyman:



 



Thank you for your email, which was forwarded to me by Jason Anders.  I am an attorney in the Opinions Division of the Attorney General’s Office and have reviewed your prior correspondence with my former co-worker, Matt Houck, who is now with another state agency.  Our division provides advisory legal opinions to certain government officials.  Although we would entertain an opinion request from the General Counsel’s Office of Clemson University on specific legal questions, we are unable to find facts, resolve disputes, or issue binding opinions.  Based on the concerns you have raised in your emails, you may wish to contact the Office of the Inspector General.  Here is a link to that office’s website.  Home | SC Office of Inspector General



 



Respectfully,



 



 



Sabrina C. Todd



Assistant Attorney General
Office of the South Carolina Attorney General



Office 803-734-4034



P.O. Box 11549 | Columbia, SC 29211



sabrinatodd@scag.gov  



 







<image001.png>





 



 



From: Michael D Weyman Jr <mweyman@clemson.edu> 
Sent: Friday, February 6, 2026 4:42 PM
To: Matt Houck <MHouck@scag.gov>
Cc: Jason Anders <janders@scag.gov>
Subject: Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused 
Importance: High



 



Good afternoon, men and happy Friday.  I am afraid we find ourselves still being adversely affected by the Clemson University Executive Leadership Team and their failure to allow Clemson PSA Regulatory Programs to utilize state appropriated funds specifically listed by statute to be utilized for the implementation of SC Code of Laws Title 46 and 47.  



 



Matt, I know I have already forwarded multiple documents demonstrating the aforementioned allegations.  I am currently cataloging additional examples of the interference being received by Clemson Regulatory Programs by Clemson ELT's failure to recognize the legislator's clear intent for those funds to be drawn down for the implementation of state mandated regulatory programs.



 



Once your office has had an opeertunity to review what I have submitted, I wold like to set-up a virtual call between the AG's Office and Executive Leadership of Clemson PSA Regulatory and Clemson Livestock and Poultry Health, LPH.



 



Ideally, the timeline for this meeting would be end of this coming week.  I very much look forward to hearing from you.



 



Very Respectfully,



 



Mike



 



Dr. Michael D. Weyman, Jr., Director



Clemson Regulatory



Criminal Investigation Division



Special Investigations Unit
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From: Robert Wilkins
To: Matt Houck
Cc: Joanne Lee
Subject: RE: Clemson University - Follow Up
Date: Thursday, August 21, 2025 9:35:07 AM

You don't often get email from bertw@clemson.edu. Learn why this is important

Thanks Matt.  I will call you at 1:30 today.
 
Yes, this is involving the concerns Mike brought to you in March concerning funding for his department.
 
I do not have a memo, as I just got up to speed on this yesterday.  But my understanding is Mike reached out
for an interpretation of Title 46, specifically the following statute:
 
SECTION 46 9 80. Penalties for interfering with commission, director, deputies, assistants, or agents.
             A person who seeks to prevent an inspection under the direction of the commission, the director, or
his deputies, assistants, or agents or who otherwise interferes with the director or his assistants, deputies, or
agents, while in the performance of their duties under this chapter and other chapters of this title assigned
to the jurisdiction of the commission, is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not
less than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars or imprisoned not less than ten nor more than thirty days,
or both, for a first offense and for a second offense in the discretion of the court.

 
Mike’s concerns were that PSA funds were being frozen by the University and requests for hires denied, and
whether that was a violation of this statute. 
 
Thanks for your time today and I look forward to speaking with you at 1:30.
 
Bert

 
Robert W. Wilkins
Associate General Counsel
Clemson University
207 Sikes Hall
Clemson, SC 29634
 
864.656.3414
bertw@clemson.edu
 
 
 

 
 
From: Matt Houck <MHouck@scag.gov> 

mailto:bertw@clemson.edu
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=17f3bb2c330b463597d45e0ab5d19818-Matt Houck
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b370a0d031894c6c99595229299065ad-Joanne Lee
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:bertw@clemson.edu


You don't often get email from bertw@clemson.edu. Learn why this is important

This Message Is From An External Sender: Use caution when opening links or attachments
if you do not recognize the sender.

Sent: Thursday, August 21, 2025 9:04 AM
To: Robert Wilkins <bertw@clemson.edu>
Cc: Joanne Lee <JLee@scag.gov>
Subject: RE: Clemson University - Follow Up

 

Good morning Bert,
 
I am available this afternoon any time after 1:30 for a call. I can be reached on my direct line at (803) 734-
4123 at your convenience.
Looking back through my emails with Mike in March, I recall his concerns were related to funds that pass
through the university to his department and whether they could be withheld by the university.  Is this call
meant to address that same issue? Would you have a memo I could review so I can try to get up to speed on
the topic for the call ?
 
Best regards,
 
Matt
 
Matthew D. Houck
Assistant Attorney General
South Carolina Attorney General’s Office
PO Box 11549
Columbia, SC 29211
(803)734-4123 office
(803)734-3524 fax
 
This email, together with any attachments, may be legally privileged. If you have received it in error, please notify the
sender immediately, and then delete it from your system. This email and any replies to this email may be subject to
disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act.

 
 
 
From: Robert Wilkins <bertw@clemson.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, August 21, 2025 8:50 AM
To: Matt Houck <MHouck@scag.gov>
Subject: Clemson University - Follow Up

 

Good morning Matt,
 
Hope you are doing well.  I was wondering if you had some time for a call today.  I’m following up on a
conversation you had with Mike Weyman with CU Regulatory Services earlier this year.  According to Mike,
you suggested that our General Counsel’s office reach out to you directly. 

mailto:bertw@clemson.edu
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:bertw@clemson.edu
mailto:MHouck@scag.gov


 
Would you please let me know if you have any available times today?  If not, I may need to look to Tuesday, as
I will be unavailable tomorrow and Monday.
 
Thanks,
Bert
 
Robert W. Wilkins
Associate General Counsel
Clemson University
207 Sikes Hall
Clemson, SC 29634
 
864.656.3414
bertw@clemson.edu
 
 
 

mailto:bertw@clemson.edu


From: voicemessage@voipmsg.us
To: Sabrina Todd
Cc: Sabrina Todd
Subject: Voice Message Attached from 8037343182 - Jason Anders
Date: Friday, February 13, 2026 10:59:17 AM
Attachments: 8037343182_20260213_105912.wav

Time: Feb 13, 2026 10:59:12 AM
Click attachment to listen to Voice Message

mailto:voicemessage@voipmsg.us
mailto:8037344034atty@voipmsg.us
mailto:sabrinatodd@scag.gov



From: Jason Anders
To: Geoffrey Clemens
Subject: FW: Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused
Date: Monday, March 23, 2026 10:08:35 AM
Importance: High

 
 
From: Michael D Weyman Jr <mweyman@clemson.edu> 
Sent: Friday, February 6, 2026 4:42 PM
To: Matt Houck <MHouck@scag.gov>
Cc: Jason Anders <janders@scag.gov>
Subject: Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused 
Importance: High

 
Good afternoon, men and happy Friday.  I am afraid we find ourselves still being adversely
affected by the Clemson University Executive Leadership Team and their failure to allow
Clemson PSA Regulatory Programs to utilize state appropriated funds specifically listed by
statute to be utilized for the implementation of SC Code of Laws Title 46 and 47.  
 
Matt, I know I have already forwarded multiple documents demonstrating the aforementioned
allegations.  I am currently cataloging additional examples of the interference being received by
Clemson Regulatory Programs by Clemson ELT's failure to recognize the legislator's clear intent
for those funds to be drawn down for the implementation of state mandated regulatory
programs.
 
Once your office has had an opeertunity to review what I have submitted, I wold like to set-up a
virtual call between the AG's Office and Executive Leadership of Clemson PSA Regulatory and
Clemson Livestock and Poultry Health, LPH.
 
Ideally, the timeline for this meeting would be end of this coming week.  I very much look
forward to hearing from you.
 
Very Respectfully,
 
Mike
 
Dr. Michael D. Weyman, Jr., Director
Clemson Regulatory
Criminal Investigation Division
Special Investigations Unit

mailto:janders@scag.gov
mailto:Geoffreyclemens@scag.gov


From: Jason Anders
To: Marianna Alicea
Subject: FW: Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2026 2:38:48 PM
Importance: High

 
 
From: Michael D Weyman Jr <mweyman@clemson.edu> 
Sent: Friday, February 6, 2026 4:42 PM
To: Matt Houck <MHouck@scag.gov>
Cc: Jason Anders <janders@scag.gov>
Subject: Allegations of Funding Earmarked by the General Assembly Being Misused 
Importance: High

 
Good afternoon, men and happy Friday.  I am afraid we find ourselves still being adversely
affected by the Clemson University Executive Leadership Team and their failure to allow
Clemson PSA Regulatory Programs to utilize state appropriated funds specifically listed by
statute to be utilized for the implementation of SC Code of Laws Title 46 and 47.  
 
Matt, I know I have already forwarded multiple documents demonstrating the aforementioned
allegations.  I am currently cataloging additional examples of the interference being received by
Clemson Regulatory Programs by Clemson ELT's failure to recognize the legislator's clear
intent for those funds to be drawn down for the implementation of state mandated regulatory
programs.
 
Once your office has had an opeertunity to review what I have submitted, I wold like to set-up a
virtual call between the AG's Office and Executive Leadership of Clemson PSA Regulatory and
Clemson Livestock and Poultry Health, LPH.
 
Ideally, the timeline for this meeting would be end of this coming week.  I very much look
forward to hearing from you.
 
Very Respectfully,
 
Mike
 
Dr. Michael D. Weyman, Jr., Director
Clemson Regulatory
Criminal Investigation Division
Special Investigations Unit

mailto:janders@scag.gov
mailto:mariannaalicea@scag.gov


From: Jason Anders
To: Marianna Alicea
Subject: FW: Preparing
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2026 2:38:13 PM
Attachments: Regulatory Fee Laws and Regulations.docx
Importance: High

 
 
From: Michael Weyman <mweyman@clemson.edu> 
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2025 12:03 PM
To: Jason Anders <janders@scag.gov>
Cc: Michael Weyman <mweyman@clemson.edu>
Subject: Fw: Preparing
Importance: High

 
WARNING: This message and any attached documents are *** UNCLASSIFIED //
LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE *** and are designated FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.
*** DO NOT DISEMINATE *** It contains information that may be exempt from public
release under the Freedom of Information Act (5 USC 552). This document is to be
controlled, handled, transmitted, distributed, and disposed of in accordance with
SC Code of Law 30-04-40 relating to exemptions from FOUO information, and is not
to be released to the public or personnel who do not have a valid "need-to-know"
without prior approval from the Office of General Counsel. If you have received this
transmission in error, please notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail and then
delete this message.
 
Good morning, Jason, I hope this finds you well.  I was sent the email below from the Executive
Director of Clemson University Regulatory and Public Service Programs, PSA yesterday
morning.  He has charged me with contacting your office to request an opinion.  As far as
Clemson is concerned, they have an educational side and also house the State's Public
Service and Agricultural, PSA agency, see embedded link. 
 
Clemson PSA
 
At essence, is to me a fairly cut and dry matter.  PSA receives funding from three sources,
federal grant dollars, generated revenues and state appropriations that are mandated through
statute to be used solely for their regulatory programs. Please see above attachment.
 
In other words, PSA funds are in great shape but due to the finances of the college-side we
have been issued the below edict, making it impossible to protect industry, the citizens of SC,
agriculture, forestry and other shareholders.

mailto:janders@scag.gov
mailto:mariannaalicea@scag.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clemson.edu%2Fpublic%2F%23%3A~%3Atext%3DClemson%2520Public%2520Service%2520and%2520Agriculture%2CPoultry%2520Health%252C%2520and%2520Regulatory%2520Services.&data=05%7C02%7Cmariannaalicea%40scag.gov%7C1665164d4a2b4749074a08de89d46bd2%7Caa43a17bbf734a4baea2e6f1f30c7e04%7C0%7C0%7C639099742919643424%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CgBa%2B8WlFs6JI26D1tBsd2nZBSqsPebIyjO1NQmglfg%3D&reserved=0

Title 46, Chapter 10 	Boll Weevil Eradication

SECTION 46-10-130.Assessments and penalties against cotton growers.

(A) Each commercial cotton grower in this State is assessed an annual uniform fee determined by the commission not to exceed ten dollars an acre subject to change as provided in Section 46-10-120. The assessment must be utilized by the commission to carry out this chapter. The funds must be remitted promptly to the organization certified according to this chapter under terms and conditions the commission considers necessary to ensure that the assessments are used in a sound program of eradication or suppression of the boll weevil or other cotton pests. The certified organization shall provide to the division an annual audit of its accounts performed by a certified public accountant. The assessments collected by the commission under this chapter are not state funds.

Title 46, Chapter 13 	Pesticide Control Act

SECTION 46-13-40.Registration of pesticides and devices.

(F) The applicant desiring to register a pesticide shall pay an annual registration fee in accordance with the provisions of Section 46-13-45. Registrations expire on August thirty-first each year.

(H) If the renewal of a pesticide registration is not filed before September first of any one year, an additional fee of twenty-five dollars for each label must be assessed and added to the original fee and paid by the applicant before the registration renewal for that pesticide may be issued. The payment of the additional fee is not a bar to prosecution for doing business without proper registry.

SECTION 46-13-45.Pesticide registration fees; classes of fees.

There are two classes of pesticide registration fees as follows:

(1) Basic. All pesticide products are classified as basic pesticides, solely for determination of the annual registration fee. The classification may not affect a pesticide's state or federal classification as a general use pesticide or a restricted use pesticide. All registrants shall pay an annual basic registration fee of one hundred seventy-five dollars for each product registered. This fee may not be increased except by an act passed by the General Assembly other than the annual appropriations bill. This fee must be used to support the general regulatory enforcement and education programs of the Division of Regulatory and Public Service.

(2)(a) Special. In instances where identifiable types of pesticides require regulatory activities exceeding those provided by the general regulatory program, the director in consultation with pesticide registrants shall prepare and submit to the legislature a report containing:

(i) the identity of the particular types of pesticides and a listing of such pesticides which warrant special regulatory activity;

(ii) an evaluation and explanation of the special regulatory activity necessary, the approximate duration, and the costs of implementing and maintaining this activity;

(iii) a recommendation of the appropriate allocation of these costs; and

(iv) a recommendation of a special registration fee to collect the necessary amount to be paid by the registrants to fund the special regulatory activity.

(b) All special fees collected must be devoted exclusively to the special regulatory activities for which they were established and are not subject to any direct or indirect charges, costs, or assessments by any state agency. Special fees must be terminated when the special regulatory activities which these fees support are no longer required.

SECTION 46-13-50.Licensing of pesticide dealers.

A. (1) After October 21, 1976, no person shall act in the capacity of a pesticide dealer, or shall engage or offer to engage in the business of, advertise as, or assume to act as a pesticide dealer unless he is licensed annually as provided in this chapter. A separate license and fee shall be obtained for each establishment from which restricted use pesticides are distributed, sold, held for sale, or offered for sale directly to the user or for resale.

(2) Applications for a pesticide dealer license shall be in the form and shall contain the information prescribed by the director. Each initial application shall be accompanied by a fee of fifty dollars; additional license for applicants at the same location shall be ten dollars per applicant. All licenses issued under this chapter shall expire on December thirty-first of the year for which they are issued.

(3) The license for a pesticide dealer may be renewed annually upon application to the director accompanied by a fee of fifty dollars for each license, on or before the first day of January of the calendar year for which the license is issued.

SECTION 46-13-60.Standards for certification of pesticide applicators; applicators' licenses.

(1) Private applicators:

(b) Certification standards to determine the individual's competency with respect to the use of the pesticide or class of pesticides the private applicator is to be certified to use must be promulgated by the director.

(ii) Applications for a private applicator's license must be in the form and must contain the information prescribed by the director. Each application must be accompanied by a fee equaling two dollars a valid year. All licenses issued under this chapter expire on December thirty-first of the year that the license is dated to expire.


(3) All persons:

(a) No person (including officials or employees of federal, state, or local government) may use or supervise the use of a restricted use pesticide without a private, commercial, or noncommercial applicator license issued by the director.

(b) An annual fee of fifty dollars for each pesticide applicator's license issued to each office at which records relative to the sale or application of pesticides are maintained is required. Payment of this annual fee permits the certification of one individual under any or all of the classifications. A five dollar annual fee is required to certify each additional applicant who desires to be certified in any one classification. Noncommercial applicators are exempt from all fee requirements.

SECTION 46-13-230.Disposition of fees.

All fees collected pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall be retained by the Director of the Division of Regulatory and Public Service Programs of Clemson University and deposited in a separate fund for use in the administration of this chapter.

Title 46, Chapter 21 	Seeds; Plants; Seed and Plant Certification (Voluntary Program)

SECTION 46-21-65.Foundation seed program.

Clemson University shall cooperate with the South Carolina Foundation Seed Association in a foundation seed program responsible for the fostering of the production, processing, and distribution of pure varieties of crop seeds and plants as Clemson University recommends for increase in this State. The South Carolina Department of Agriculture will assist in these efforts as directed by the Commissioner or his designee.

ARTICLE 9 	Seed and Plant Certification


SECTION 46-21-615.Clemson program for seed and plant certification.

Clemson University shall maintain a program of seed and plant certification which shall have as its aim the fostering of the production and distribution of pure varieties of seeds and plants in South Carolina.

SECTION 46-21-635.Agencies to cooperate.

Insofar as the State Department of Agriculture, the Clemson University Cooperative Extension Service, the Clemson University Experiment Station, and the State Crop Pest Commission have to do with the sampling, testing, breeding, production, certification, and distribution of seeds and plants, these agencies shall actively cooperate with the University in carrying out the purposes of this article.

Title 46, Chapter 23 	Noxious Weeds

No Fees

Title 45, Chapter 25	Fertilizers

SECTION 46-25-210.Registration of fertilizer; application; fee.

(A) Each company guaranteeing commercial fertilizer offered for sale, sold, or distributed in this State must be registered with the State. The application for registration must be submitted to the commission on forms furnished by the commission. Upon approval by the commission or its authorized agent, a copy of the registration must be furnished to the applicant.

(1) A person wishing to become a registrant, before engaging in business, shall secure a license or renewal from the commission or its authorized representative. The application for the license must be on forms furnished by and contain the information prescribed by the commission or its authorized representative. The application must be accompanied by an annual registration fee in accordance with the following schedule:

Tonnage Volume of Registrant License Fee 0-5,000 tons One hundred dollars 5,001-25,000 tons Two hundred dollars More than 25,000 tons Four Hundred dollars

A new registrant shall pay a license fee of one hundred dollars. On renewal the fee must be based on the tonnage volume of the registrant in accordance with the schedule above. The tonnage is determined from the monthly tonnage reports filed by the registrant in accordance with this chapter. The license must be renewed annually and is effective from July first through June thirtieth of the following year. Fees must be paid by the first day of July of each calendar year. The license may be revoked for a violation of a provision of this chapter or regulations promulgated by the authority.

(2) All brands and grades of specialty fertilizer offered for sale, sold, or distributed in this State must be registered on forms supplied by the commission or its agent. All specialty fertilizers sold or distributed in this State are subject to an annual registration fee of thirty dollars for each product.

(3) A general fertilizer permit authorizes the permit holder to engage in the distribution of commercial fertilizers except those determined by the commission to be restricted fertilizers as defined in this chapter. This permit category is included in the application of all fertilizer registrants. A person holding a general fertilizer permit may not engage in the distribution of restricted fertilizers. No fee will be charged for this permit.

(4) A restricted fertilizer permit authorizes the permit holder to engage in the distribution of all commercial fertilizers, including those that are designated as restricted fertilizers. A restricted fertilizer permit holder may refuse to sell to persons attempting to purchase restricted fertilizers out of season, in unusual quantities, or under suspect purchase patterns. A restricted fertilizer permit holder must record a valid state or federal driver's license number, or other picture identification card number approved for purchaser identification use by the commission, for the purchaser of restricted fertilizer. This information and additional records as set forth by the commission must be maintained for a minimum of two years. A registrant may obtain this permit by indication of intent to distribute restricted fertilizers on the application for registration. No distributor or registrant shall supply restricted fertilizers to a distributor or other persons or entities for resale who do not hold a valid restricted fertilizer permit. The annual permit fee shall be two hundred fifty dollars. Fertilizer registrants shall not be subject to permitting fees.





SECTION 46-25-810.Inspection tax and tonnage reports; collection fee.


For the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this chapter, all registrants or guarantors who distribute or sell any commercial fertilizer in South Carolina shall pay to the division an inspection tax of fifty cents for each ton of commercial fertilizer sold. A report of tonnage is due and the inspection tax payable quarterly for periods ending September thirtieth, December thirty-first, March thirty-first, and June thirtieth. The report is due within thirty days following the end of each quarter covering tonnage of commercial fertilizer sold during the preceding quarter by the registrant or guarantor transacting, distributing, or selling to a nonregistrant. If the tonnage report is not filed and the payment of inspection taxes is not made within fifteen days after the date due, a collection fee amounting to ten percent of the amount due must be assessed against the guarantor, and the amount of fees due constitutes a debt and becomes the basis of a judgment against the guarantor. If the tonnage report is not filed and the payment of the inspection tax and collection fee is not made within thirty days after the date due, the registration of the commercial fertilizer registered by the delinquent guarantor is automatically canceled. If the report is false, fifteen days after due written notice and opportunity for hearing have been given, the commission may cancel the registration of commercial fertilizer registered by the delinquent guarantor.

SECTION 46-25-815.Fertilizer inspection fee.

In addition to the inspection tax on the distribution or sale of commercial fertilizer imposed pursuant to Section 46-25-810, there is imposed an inspection fee equal to one dollar a ton on the distribution or sale of commercial fertilizer in this State.

The provisions of Section 46-25-810 with respect to the liability for reporting, payment, collection, and enforcement of the fifty cents a ton inspection fee on the distribution or sale of commercial fertilizer in this State are deemed to apply to the additional one dollar a ton inspection fee imposed pursuant to this section. All revenues of the fee imposed pursuant to this section must be retained and expended by the Division of Regulatory and Public Service Programs of Clemson University (Clemson PSA) for Clemson PSA programs. Unexpended revenues of this fee at the end of a fiscal year carry forward to the succeeding fiscal year for Clemson PSA and must be used for the same purposes.

SECTION 46-25-820.Annual registration fee and inspection tax on packages containing ten pounds or less.

On individual packages of commercial fertilizer containing ten pounds or less, there must be paid in lieu of the fifty cents a ton inspection tax a combined annual registration fee and inspection tax of sixty dollars for each brand and grade sold or distributed. Where fertilizer is sold or distributed in packages of ten pounds or less as well as in packages over ten pounds, this annual registration and inspection tax of sixty dollars applies only to that portion sold in packages of ten pounds or less. That portion sold in packages over ten pounds is subject to the same regulation requirement provided in Section 46-25-210 and an inspection tax as provided in Section 46-25-810.





SECTION 46‑25‑825. Registration of separately identified products.

Each separately identified product shall be registered before being distributed in this State. The application for registration shall be submitted to the commission on the form furnished or approved by the commission and shall be accompanied by a fee of one hundred dollars per product. Upon approval by the commission, a copy of the registration shall be furnished to the applicant. All registrations expire on June thirtieth of the following year. Each manufacturer shall submit to the commission a copy of labels and advertising literature with the registration request for each soil amendment.



Title 46, Chapter 26 	Agricultural Liming Materials and Landplaster

SECTION 46-26-50.Distributors; application to engage in business; permits; fees.

A person desiring to become a distributor as defined in this chapter, before engaging in this business, shall make application to the commission on application forms furnished by the commission for a permit to do business in South Carolina. Each application should be accompanied by a remittance of twenty dollars for each distributor as a fee for issue of permit. The applicant shall guarantee compliance with all provisions of this chapter which apply to the sale of bulk liming materials, or landplaster, or both, which shall include delivery to the consumer the bulk liming materials, or landplaster, or both, purchased. Upon approval by the commission, a copy of the permit must be furnished to the applicant and when furnished, shall authorize the person receiving it to do business as a distributor. All permits expire on June thirtieth of each year.

SECTION 46-26-60.Registration of products; application.

(A) Each separately identified product must be registered before being distributed in this State. The application for registration must be submitted to the commission on forms furnished or approved by the commission or its duly authorized representative and must be accompanied by a fee of twenty dollars per product. Upon approval by the commission or its duly authorized representative, a copy of the registration must be furnished to the applicant. All registrations must expire on June thirtieth of each year.

Title 46, Chapter 33 	Shipment and Sale of Trees, Plants, and Shrubs

SECTION 46-33-80.Fees, phytosanitary certificate, export or import of plants to or from foreign destinations.

Fees for phytosanitary certificates issued for export or import of plants to or from foreign destinations must be assessed in accordance with the federal fee schedule. The fees must be retained by the State Crop Pest Commission for use in the administration of this chapter.

SECTION 46-33-90.Definitions; registration requirements.

(B) All persons engaged in sale or distribution of nursery stock must register with the commission and pay the fees required by this section. The commission is authorized to collect and retain fees from nursery inspection and registration, nursery dealer registration, plant pest inspection, and all other plant pest certification activities.

(C)(1) Nursery registration fees shall be on a graduated scale and may not exceed two hundred dollars per year. All registration certificates expire on September thirtieth and are renewable on or before October first annually. In cases where nursery stock is grown at more than one location by one nursery, the fees shall be based upon the nursery's aggregate number of acres in production of the nursery. In cases where the nursery consists of a combination of greenhouses and acreage, a single license fee must be assessed at the higher rate of the two categories.

(2)(a) The following nursery registration fees shall be paid annually:

(i) Nursery stock, except turfgrass, with a production acreage of ten or less; greenhouses with less than six thousand square feet; or a turfgrass production acreage of two hundred fifty or less shall be $75.00.

(ii) Nursery stock, except turfgrass, with a production acreage of eleven to twenty-five; greenhouses with six thousand to thirty thousand square feet; or a turfgrass production acreage of two hundred fifty-one to five hundred shall be $125.00.

(iii) Nursery stock, except turfgrass, with a production acreage of twenty-five or more; greenhouses with more than thirty thousand square feet; or a turfgrass production acreage of five hundred one or more shall be $200.00.

(b) The following nursery dealer fees shall be paid annually:

(i) Nursery dealer locations for which annual gross sales equal $10,000.00 or less shall pay $0.00.

(ii) Nursery dealer locations for which annual gross sales are between $10,001.00 to $100,000.00 shall pay $50.00.

(iii) Nursery dealer locations for which annual gross sales are over $100,000.00 shall pay $100.00.

(D) Growers who produce transplants or seedlings grown solely for the purpose of being distributed for production of agricultural commodities must register with the commission but are exempt from nursery registration fees. No ornamental bedding plants or nursery stock may be grown in conjunction with exempt agricultural transplants unless the fees required by this section are paid.

(E) Governmental and nonprofit organizations which are not in the business of commercial sale of nursery stock are exempt from the payment of fees and registration required by this section; however, governmental and nonprofit organizations which are not in the business of commercial sale of nursery stock are subject to all commission rules and regulations. The Forestry Commission is exempt from paying fees required by this section. All persons selling Christmas trees from November to January who are not otherwise required by this section to either register or pay the fees are exempt from registering and paying the fees.

Title 46, Chapter 35 	Neglected or Abandoned Orchards

No Fees

Title 46, Chapter 37 Introduction of Honey Bees Into State

No Fees



Regulations

Chapter 27, Article 12 	Plant Nursery Regulations

27-160. Plant Nursery Regulation.



	A. Definitions

(14) Nursery Grower Hobbyist: Any Nursery Grower who has less than $5,000 in gross annual sales. Hobbyists are exempt from registration fees.



(17) Nursery Dealer Hobbyist: Any Nursery Dealer having less than $10,000 in gross annual sales. Hobbyists are exempt from registration fees.



(23) Registration: The determination of the regulated fee schedule category and the collection of applicable fees by the Department.



27-161. Nursery Grower Certification Process.



	Nursery Grower Certificates are required for all Nurseries defined as Nursery Growers. The Nursery Grower Certification Process requires successful completion of the Application, Inspection, and Registration sections below for all Nursery Growers.



C. Registration



		All Nursery Growers in South Carolina are subject to Registration and applicable fees by the Department unless exempt elsewhere in this regulation. Nursery Grower registration fees shall be on a graduated scale. All Nursery Grower Certificates expire annually. If Nursery Stock is grown at more than one location by the same Nursery Grower, the fees shall be based upon the nursery’s aggregate number of acres and/or greenhouse square footage in production of the nursery. In cases where the Nursery consists of a combination of greenhouses, turfgrass, and other nursery stock acreage, a single license fee must be assessed at the higher rate of the three categories.



	The following annual Nursery Grower Registration fee schedule is in effect:



		(1) Nursery stock (except turfgrass) with a production acreage of 10 or less; greenhouses with less than 6,000 square feet; or a turfgrass production acreage of 250 or less shall be $75.00.



		(2) Nursery stock (except turfgrass) with a production acreage of 11 to 25; greenhouses with 6,000 to 30,000 square feet; or a turfgrass production acreage of 251 to 500 shall be $125.00.



		(3) Nursery stock (except turfgrass) with a production acreage of 25 or more; greenhouses with more than 30,000 square feet; or a turfgrass production acreage of 501 or more shall be $200.00.



	Nursery Growers who produce transplants or seedlings grown solely for the purpose of being distributed for production of agricultural commodities must complete Registration with the Department but are exempt from nursery registration fees. If Nursery Stock is grown in conjunction with the aforementioned category of plants, the Nursery will remain subject to the fee schedule of this section.



	Nursery Grower Hobbyists are required to produce sales records to the Department upon request and will remain subject to all other requirements of this section.



	The Forestry Commission and governmental and nonprofit organizations which are not in the business of commercial sale of nursery stock are exempt from the fees required by registration, but will remain subject to all other requirements of this section. All persons selling cut Christmas trees from November to January who are not otherwise required to adhere to this section are exempt from the requirements of this section.



27-162. Nursery Dealer Certification Process. In law 46-33



C. Registration



All Nursery Dealers in South Carolina are subject to Registration and applicable fees by the Department unless exempt elsewhere in this regulation. Nursery Dealer registration fees shall be on a graduated scale and Nursery Dealer Certificates expire annually. If Nursery Stock is sold at more than one location by the same Nursery Dealer, applicable Registration fees shall apply per location. Nursery Dealers must produce sales records to the Department upon request.



	The following annual Nursery Dealer Registration fee schedule is in effect:



		(1) Nursery Dealer locations for which annual gross sales equal $10,000.00 or less shall pay $0.00.



		(2) Nursery Dealer locations for which annual gross sales are between $10,001.00 and $100,000.00 shall pay $50.00.



		(3) Nursery Dealer locations for which annual gross sales are over $100,000.00 shall pay $100.00.



	Nursery Dealer Hobbyists are exempt from Registration fees, but are still subject to all other parts of this Regulation.



27-163. Nursery Stock Shipment.



C. Nursery Certificate Tags Acquisition and Cost



Successful completion of the Certification Process and payment of applicable fees is required prior to any Nursery Certificate Tag issuance and/or use. The Department provides two options for obtaining Nursery Certificate Tags:



1. Department-printing on a cost-reimbursement basis can be requested by the Nurseryman. Upon request, Nursery Certificate Tags will be printed by the Department and shipped to the Nurseryman. A price list may be obtained from the Department upon request.



2. Self-printing of Nursery Certificate Tags may be approved upon written request to the Department and all costs associated with will be at the expense of the Nursery Grower or Nursery Dealer. Prior to approval of self-printing, Department requirements regarding language and symbol use, and size of tags used must be met.



Chapter 27, Article 13 	Fertilizer Board of Control

27-182. Requirements for Distribution, Labeling and Sale of “Soil Amendments”.



C. Registration



(1) Each separately identified product shall be registered before being distributed in this State. The application for registration shall be submitted to the board on the form furnished or approved by the board and shall be accompanied by a fee of $50.00 per product. This fee will be forwarded by the board to the South Carolina State Treasurer. Upon approval by the board a copy of the registration shall be furnished to the applicant. All registrations expire on June 30 of the following year. Each manufacturer shall submit to the board a copy of labels and advertising literature with the registration request for each soil amendment.



(5) If the application for renewal of the soil amendment registration provided for in this section is not filed prior to July 1 of any one year, a penalty of $10.00 shall be assessed and added to the original fee and shall be paid by the applicant before the renewal soil amendment registration shall be issued. PROVIDED, That such penalty shall not apply if the applicant furnished an affidavit that he has not distributed this soil amendment subsequent to the expiration of his prior registration.



D. Inspection Fee.



(1) There shall be paid to the board for all soil amendments distributed in this state an inspection fee of $1.00 per ton.



(2) Every person who distributes a soil amendment in the state shall file with the board on forms furnished by the board quarterly statements for periods ending September 30, December 31, March 31, and June 30 setting forth the number of net tons of each soil amendment distributed in the state during such quarter. The report shall be due within 30 days following each quarter. Such statement shall be accompanied by a payment of the inspection fee at the rate of $1.00 per ton.



(3) When more than one distributor is involved in the distribution of a soil amendment product, the last registrant who distributes to a nonregistrant (dealer or consumer) is responsible for reporting the tonnage and paying the inspection fees unless the reporting and paying of fees have been made by a prior distributor of the soil amendment product. If the report is not filed or is filed falsely or the inspection fee is not paid within 30 days following each quarter, the board may revoke the registration of such persons and a penalty of $5.00 per day for each subsequent day shall be assessed. The inspection fee and the penalty shall constitute a debt and become the basis for a judgment against such person which may be collected by the board in any court of competent jurisdiction without prior demand.





Chapter 27, Article 14 	Seed Certification Standards

C. Certification Charges and Dates for Filing Applications.



Completed applications with accompanying seed documentary evidence specified in section B should be filed with the Seed Certification Department by the appropriate dates specified on the application and should be accompanied with applicable fees as indicated on the certification application form.



D. Late Application Fee



If an applicant fails to file application within 15 days of the deadline date for filing an application for certification of a crop, a late application fee will be added to regular certification charges.



E. Canceling Applications



To receive a full refund of all charges related to the application, applicants desiring to cancel applications for certification must inform the Seed Certification Department in sufficient time to notify the field inspector. If the inspector cannot be notified in time to prevent an unnecessary trip to the farm, the farm fee indicated on the application will be assessed.



D. Re-inspection of Rejected Fields



If a grower desires re-inspection of a rejected field, he must notify the Department when deficiencies have been corrected. The cost of re-inspections shall be another farm fee and inspection fee. Another farm fee will not be charged on a re-inspection if a re-inspection can be performed in conjunction with other first-time inspection work on later maturing varieties, etc.



F. Approved Conditioners



2. Inspections. Plants applying for Approved classification will be inspected at least once annually with the times of inspections to be at the discretion of the Seed Certification Department and without prior notification to the conditioner. Approved conditioner classification shall remain in effect for one year providing subsequent inspections do not disclose deficiencies which result in loss of the classification. If, during inspection, deficiencies are noted that prevent the facility from being granted the Approved classification, the owner will have 30 days to correct the deficiencies before losing the Approved classification. Consideration will be given to correction of deficiencies that would require more than 30 days because of need for mechanical or engineering changes. If Approved status is lost as the result of deficiencies not corrected, re-instatement must be accomplished by filing a new application and paying another inspection fee. At the end of the year during which a facility has retained its Approved status the Seed Certification Department will notify the conditioner of the need to file an application for renewal of Approved classification.



3. Inspection Fee. The annual fee for Approved conditioner classification shall be payable at the time application is filed. The fee will cover all inspections for one year if, during the course of the year’s inspections, the facility retains its Approved classification. If a facility loses its Approved classification as the result of deficiencies noted during inspections and the conditioner desires to correct the deficiencies and request reinstatement to Approved status, he must file a new application and pay the fee again.



I. Application of General Certification Standards



C. The General Standards are modified as follows:



			1. Foundation Turf—shall be the vegetative increase of Breeder or Foundation turf.



			2. *Registered Turf—shall be the vegetative increase of Foundation turf.



			3. Certified Turf—shall be the vegetative increase of Foundation or Registered turf.



			4. Life of Stand: The life of the stand will continue for all classes of vegetatively propagated turf grasses as long as the varietal and mechanical purity for the class is maintained, unless life of stand is more narrowly defined by the originator or sponsoring agency.



*A grower of Registered turf may increase his acreage of Registered turf from his own production provided the increase is adjacent and planted on land under the control of the grower. The size of such increase is not to exceed a total of ten (10) additional acres.The grower can increase acreage by the equivalent number of original acres up to ten acres.



OR



Grower Application - Grower will submit application for certified turfgrass by published dates on the application. Applications can be obtained from the seed certification department or online. Payment will be submitted with the application prior to processing by the department. A late fee will apply after the application deadline. A map designating field identification must be submitted with each application. Fields will not be inspected without proper signage and maps. Those fields are subject to a reinpsection fee.



Chapter 27, Article 17 South Carolina Pesticide Control

27-1072. Special Permits



D. State registrations may be issued for a period of one (1) year or less and shall be subject to the prescribed registration fee. State registrations may be renewed annually upon written application to the Director. These applications will be reviewed annually by the Department to ensure that the use of the product still meets the basic criteria set forth in paragraphs B and C above.



E. State experimental use permits shall be issued for a specified period of time, are not subject to a registration fee, and may be extended at the discretion of the Director after appropriate consultations with the affected parties or their representatives.



27-1076. Licensing of Pesticide Dealers and Dealer Records Maintenance.



A. No person younger than eighteen (18) years-old will be licensed as a pesticide dealer.



B. Pesticide dealers must pass a written examination, unless already certified as commercial applicators.



C. Pesticide dealers must complete an application form published by the Department.



D. The prescribed fee must accompany the application.



E. The dealer’s license cannot be substituted for any part of an applicator’s license, nor does the obtainment of a dealer’s license reduce an applicant’s obligation to pass examinations or pay the full fees for an applicator’s license.

F. Pesticide dealer’s licenses shall expire on December 31st. Licenses may be renewed annually prior to January 1st by application to the Director and payment of the annual fee. A 25% penalty will be charged for renewal applications filed on or after January 1st. Licenses that are not renewed by April 1st of the calendar year following their expiration, may not be renewed without the applicant’s passing another examination and re-applying for the license.



	I. Commercial applicators must accomplish all of the following items below prior to being certified and licensed:



(1) Pass the Core examination, a basic test dealing with the minimum amount of subject matter considered essential to the safe use of restricted use pesticides.



(2) Pass a separate Category examination for each of the practice areas listed above. Note: passing the core exam without passing a category exam does not entitle the applicant to use or supervise the use of Restricted Use pesticides or perform pest control activities in categories for which licensing is required. Similarly, passing a category exam without passing the Core examination does not entitle the applicant to use or supervise the use of Restricted Use pesticides.



(3) Complete an application form published by the Department.



(4) Fees for the examinations, licensing, and for certification in additional categories beyond the initial category of certification shall be as prescribed.



27-1079. Certification and Licensing of Noncommercial Applicators.



C. Persons holding a noncommercial applicator’s license may use restricted use pesticides, but only for work in the specific categories, as outlined for commercial applicators, in which the applicator has demonstrated competence. These licenses are issued to permit qualified governmental employees to perform their official duties on the job.



(1) Noncommercial applicators must submit an application form published by the Department and must pass the same set of examinations required of the commercial applicators.



(2) Noncommercial applicators are exempt from the fee requirements imposed on commercial applicators.



27-1085. Standards for Prevention or Control of Wood-destroying Organisms.



M. No main business office where records are kept or branch office must engage in structural pest control activities in the State without first obtaining a Pest Control Business License from the Department.



(1) A Business License will be issued only when the location has appointed a Designated Certified Applicator in charge (DCA). The DCA must be licensed by the Department in Category 7A and permanently assigned to that specific location on a full time basis while the business is operating. The DCA must be present during the normal operation of the business, except for normal sick or annual leave and training days away from the office. No individual may be designated as the DCA for more than one location from which pesticide applications are made.

(d) The annual Business License fee shall be as prescribed. The Business License is valid from January 1st through December 31st unless suspended or revoked.



Chapter 27, Article 18 	Boll Weevil Quarantine

27-1097. Participation in Program, Payment of Fees, Collections, Penalties.



	A. All cotton producers in the State are required to participate in the eradication/containment program. Participation shall include timely reporting of acreage and field locations, maintenance of access to the fields for program employees, compliance with regulations and payment of required fees. The Director shall publish the program costs per acre on or before March 15 of each growing year, as set by the State Crop Pest Commission in consultation with the South Carolina Boll Weevil Eradication Foundation, Inc. (SCBWEF). The following procedures are mandatory:



		1. Each producer must file the preliminary and final Cotton Acreage Reporting Forms at the FSA office which serves the county in which the cotton is to be grown;



		2. Each producer must pay the determined fee, not to exceed ten dollars ($10.00) per acre for commercial cotton, on or before July 15 of the then current growing season. Final payment must be based on FSA certified or measured acreage of reported fields;



		3. All fees and penalties will be paid by the producer, or someone on the producer’s behalf. Fees and penalties will be collected by the appropriate FSA office and timely transmitted to the Director. Checks, money orders, and other negotiable instruments will be made payable to the SCBWEF;



		4. The Director must assess a penalty, not to exceed five dollars ($5.00) per acre, for failure to make full and/or timely payment. All payments must be made on or before July 15, except when July 15 falls on a state or federal holiday or on a weekend, in which case payment is due no later than the close of business on the next federal work day. The Director, in determining the appropriate penalty, shall consider the length of the delay, the efforts and costs expended in the collection process, and any information provided by the producer. Dishonored checks, if not made good on or before the July 15 deadline, will be considered as failure to make timely payment and may be assessed the full penalty, in addition to any other penalties or charges authorized by law;



		5. Non-commercial/ornamental cotton shall be assessed at $40.00 per acre or any fractional part thereof.





Provisos



     45.4.      (CU-PSA: Retention of Fees)  All revenues collected from the regulatory programs of agrichemical, plant industry and crop protection including:  fertilizer, lime, and soil amendments registration fees; pesticide licensing fees; seed certification fees; and fertilizer tax/inspection fees must be retained by Clemson University PSA regulatory programs.



45.7.      (CU-PSA: Livestock-Poultry Health Programs)  For the current fiscal year Clemson University Public Service Activities shall maintain operation of the state Meat Inspection Program.  All revenues and recoveries from USDA Food Safety Inspection Services and from USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Services for Clemson University PSA's Livestock-Poultry Health Programs and its departments shall be retained by Clemson University-PSA's Livestock-Poultry Health Program for purposes of carrying out the operation of its programs.























 
It is not my intent to dump this on you, but I know you will know who I need to get this to.  For
obvious reasons please do not disseminate outside your office.  
 
Obviously, the email from Dean Holt is at the bottom of this distro.
 
Respectfully,
 
Mike
 
 
Dr. Michael D. Weyman, Jr., Director
Clemson Regulatory
Criminal Investigation Division
Special Investigations Unit
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Mike,

 

Please see the email below sent to CAFLS leadership from Dean Holt on Friday
Morning.  The email appears to have been deleted since that time, but I maintained a
copy under another thread from Tom Dobbins, Melissa Kelley, and Paula Agudelo.  I
am deeply concerned by this directive and under my authority in Title 46 of the South
Carolina Code of Laws I am officially instructing you to reach out to the South
Carolina Attorney General to receive an official opinion to determine if this is a lawful
directive.  Specifically, I need the AG’s office to establish that the following is correct:

 

1. Section 46-9-10 establishes the “Crop Pest Commission”, a body consisting of
no less than three members of the Clemson University Board of Trustees
Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee.

2. This Commission is established for the purpose of ensuring that Chapters 10, 13,
25, 26, 33, 35, and 37 of Title 46 SC Code of Laws and other duties and



responsibilities assigned by law.
3. The Commission delegates legal authority to execute the provision above to the

Director of Regulatory and Public Service Programs, Clemson University.  This
authority includes “police powers” and  requires us to report violations as
referenced in 46-9-70 below:

 

SECTION 46-9-70.Police powers of commission, assistants, deputies, and agents;
violations reported to commission.

The members of the commission and their assistants, deputies, and agents have police
power in executing this chapter and as otherwise provided by law. Every person shall
report violations to the commission.

In addition, I want to determine what constitutes “interference” as referenced in the
following highlighted and bold section:

 

 

SECTION 46-9-80.Penalties for interfering with commission, director, deputies,
assistants, or agents.

A person who seeks to prevent an inspection under the direction of the commission, the
director, or his deputies, assistants, or agents or who otherwise interferes with the
director or his assistants, deputies, or agents, while in the performance of their
duties under this chapter and other chapters of this title assigned to the
jurisdiction of the commission, is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction,
must be fined not less than fifty nor more than two hundred dollars or imprisoned
not less than ten nor more than thirty days, or both, for a first offense and for a
second offense in the discretion of the court.

 

My logic in asking this is that I believe the directive below stating that “no
spending approvals from above. For anything. For any reason.” constitutes direct
interference with our ability to perform our duties as indicated above and places
us in a position that is In direct conflict with the law.  I am also acting on behalf
of the Commission to ensure that Clemson and our commission remains
compliant with the state laws and regulations.

 

Please make this request a priority and let me know if you have any questions.

 

Regards,



 

Steve

 

 

 

 

 

On Mar 28, 2025, at 6:40 AM, Matt Holt <mattholt@clemson.edu>
wrote:

﻿

All,

 

I want to start preparing you for what seems to be coming: no
spending approvals from above. For anything. For any reason.
Unless, of course, it is grant related or it directly impacts our teaching
mission, as in, direct classroom instruction. This is the not-so-subtle
message I am getting from above. I fully appreciate that this leaves
CAFLS exposed in many ways. And no, I am not trying to be drastic,
just honest.

 

I am sure you have many questions, as do I. Of course, we will
discuss this situation in more detail on Monday. But I want you to
start mentally preparing yourselves for what may well be a very
difficult and challenging time for CAFLS. 

 

I am sorry I do not have more encouraging news to share. But again,
we will get through this, one way or another.

 

Matt

 

Matt Holt | Clemson University

Dean

mailto:mattholt@clemson.edu
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