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VIA EJ\IAIL & CERTIFIED ;\WL 
Board of Trustees. Clemson University 
c/o Office of the Board ofTnmees 
230 Madren Center Drive 
Clemson. South Carolina 29634 

President James P. Clements 
Clemson University 
20 I Sikes Hall 
Clemson. South Carolina 29634 

Re: Request ror Transparency Reg:mling Development Connection, and Rci:ional 
ln1pacts 

De-Jr Members of the Bonni and Pn.-sidcnt Clements. 

Oconee County Council recently considered and declined a request to create a Planned 
Development District (POD) near Newry. That decision w:is based on :adopted ordinane<-s, 
infrastructure limitations. and our responsibility to proccct Oconee County residents from the 
imp:icts of uM<L\tainablc b'1'owth. 

Follo\\ing that action, a Communications Brief from Clemson University and a subsequent 
leut-r from United Homt-,; Group (UI IG) both denied any connection bct\\een UHG or 
Clemson leadcr.;h,p and the proposed de,elopment - and the Clemson brief went funh,-r. 
claiming thnt statements made by the Oconee County Council Chainnan were .. false." 

I lowever. otliciol county and local go,ernmc,11 records appear to tell a very different story. 
including the following: 

A wastcwoter ss-n ice request submlltcd to the Ocons-c Joint Regional Sewer 
Authority. signed by Mark Hon, lasting United llomes Group ns the company of 
record and referencing pm-eels 210-00-01-003 and 210-00-01-023. This request was 
submitted eight months after the land pun:hasc and \\ithin one month of Mr. Han 
co111ac1ing county srnffto n.-qucst a tn(..'elin.g with Council. 
East Shore South. LLC the entity listed as the propeny owner of the Newry 
site was created just one month prior to purchasing the propcny and shares 
the same corporate address as United Homes Group. Inc. in Chapin. South 
Carolina. 
Mark Ban presented the project to Oconee County Council as a United I Jomes 
Group/Great Southern I lomcs project, using hi; ((J.unitcdhomesg.roup.com email 
address in official correspondence "ith county staff. 
Public records from the Town of Pendleton indicate that Mork Hon is a 
rc-prescntati, c of Great Southent I Jomes, and l'endleton Planning Commission 
documents cJtplicitly idcntif)' --Two Blue Stallions AK.A Great Southern Homes .. as 
the propt-rt) owner associated \\ith a Tn.x Increment Financing (TIF) d15trict w1thm 
that jurisdiction. 

• Clem.son City Council minutes and related public records mdicotc that Two Blue 
Stallions is listed as an 0\\11er of parcels associotc-d with a proposed 700-bed mixed­
use student housing development along Colle,;c Awnuc in Clemson. 
A subse<Jucnt denial lcucr to Ocont-c County, unsigned. ossened that --East Shore 
South and Two Blue Stallions arc prhatc companies belonging to Michael Nicri, .. 
despite Mr. Nit-ri serving as Chairman of the Boord for United Homes Group. the 
very corporation den}ing involvemelll. 

Gi,·en these documented o,·erlaps and the potential for conOicts of interest, Oconee County 
Council formally requests the follo\\fog: 

I. Clarification of Relationships 

A \\Tillen explanation of any relationships-financial, consulting. or othen\.i!;e 
between Clemson University leadership (including trustc<:s and officers) and Mark 
Han, East Shore South, Two Blue Stallions, Great Southern I Jomes. United I Jomes 
Group, and any and all subsidiaries, affiliates, special-purpose entities. and relnted 
LLCs engaged in real estate development in Oconee, Pickens, or Anderson counties. 

2. Disclosure of Communications 

Disclosure of any and all communications since January I. 2024, between Clemson 
officials or rrustccs and Mark Han, East Shore South, Two Blue Stallions, Great 
Southern llomes. United llomes Group, including all related subsidiaries, affiliates, 
and special-purpose entities, regarding housing. land acquisition, infrastructure, or 
oth<-r dcwlopmcnt activity in Oconee County. 

Clen,~on University·s leadership holds immense influence over regional growth and 
development patterns across the Upstate. The integrity of that influence depends on 
transparency, accountability, and the public's trust. Oconee County residents deserve clear 
answers and assurance dun state-funded institutions are not being used to advance prfratc 
development interests. 

We respectfully rcqu<-st a written response no later than November 7, 2025. 

Respectfully, 
Oconee County Cow1cil 
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