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VIA EMAIL & CERTIFIED MAIL
Board of Trustees, Clemson University
c/o Office of the Board of Trustees
230 Madren Center Drive

Clemson, South Carolina 29634

President James P. Clements
Clemson University

201 Sikes Hall

Clemson, South Carolina 20634

Re: Request for Transparency Regarding Development Connections and Regional
Impacts

Dear Members of the Board and President Clements,

Oconee County Council recently considered —and declined —a request to create a Planned
Development District (PDD) near Newry. That decision was based on adopted ordinances,
infrastructure limitations, and our responsibility (o protect Oconee County residents from the
impacts of unsustainable growth.

Following that action, a Communications Brief from Clemson University and a subsequent
Tetter from United Homes Group (UHG) both denied any tion b UHG or
Clemson leadership and the proposed development — and the Clemson brief went further,
claiming that statements made by the Oconee County Council Chairman were “false.”

Hawever, official county and local government records appear to tell a very difterent story,
including the following:

= A wastewater service request submitted to the Oconee Joint Regional Sewer
Authority, signed by Mark Hart, listing United Homes Group as the company of
record and referencing parcels 210-00-01-003 and 210-00-01-023, This request was
submitted eight months after the land purchase and within one month of Mr. Hart
contacting county stalt to request a meeting with Council,

« East Shore South, LLC — the entity listed as the property owner of the Newry
site — was created just one month prior to purchasing the property and shares
the same corporate address as United Homes Group, Inc. in Chapin, South
Carolina.

«  Mark Hart presented the project to Oconee County Council as a United Homes
Group/Great Southern Homes project, using his @unitedhomesgroup.com email
address in official correspondence with county stafl.

«  Public records from the Town of Pendleton indicate that Mark Hart is a
representative of Great Southern Homes, and Pendleton Planning Commission
documents explicitly identify “T'wo Blue Stallions AKA Great Southem Homes™ as
the property owner associated with a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) district within
that jurisdiction.

«  Clemson City Council minutes and related public records indicate that Two Blue
Stallions is listed as an owner of parcels associated with @ proposed 700-bed mixed-
use student housing development along College Avenue in Clemson.

= A subsequent denial letter to Oconee County, unsigned, asserted that “East Shore
South and Two Blue Stallions are privite companies belonging 1o Michael Nieri,”
despite Mr. Nieri serving as Chairman of the Board for United Homes Group, the
very corporation denying involvement.

Given these documented overlaps and the potential for conflicts of interest, Oconee County
Couneil formally requesis the following:

1. Clanlication of Relationships

A written explanation of any relationships—financial, consulting, or otherwise—
between Clemson University leadership (including trustees and officers) and Mark
Hart, East Shore South, Two Blue Stallions, Great Southern Homes, United Homes
Group, and any and all subsidiaries, affiliates, special-purpose entities, and related
LLCs engaged in real estate development in Oconee, Pickens, or Anderson countics.

b2

Disclosure of Communications

Disclosure of any and all communications since January 1, 2024, between Clemson
officials or trustees and Mark Hart, East Shore South, Two Blue Stallions, Great
Southem Homes, United Homes Group, including all related subsidiaries, affiliates,
and special-purpose entities, regarding housing, land acquisition, infrastructure, or
other development activity in Oconee County.

Clemson University’s leadership holds immense influence over regional growth and
development pattems across the Upstate. The integrity of that influence depends on
transparency. accountability, and the public’s trust, Oconee County residents deserve clear
answers and assurance that state-funded institutions are not being used to advance private
development interests.

We respectfully request a written response no later than November 7, 2023.

Respectfully,
Oconee County Council

Jlim . E00.8

John Elliott Maithéw Durham
District [ Chairman. District 11

Vice Chairman, District 111

Hilenn Hart
Chair Pro Tem, Distnct V



