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A Challenger Emerges in the Republican Primary for U.S.
Senate in South Carolina

BIG DATA POLL interviewed 1,519 registered and 827 Republican primary voters
statewide in South Carolina from September 26 to September 29, 2025. A more detailed
methodology statement can be reviewed below..
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The latest September survey finds a clear challenger has emerged against Senator Lindsey
Graham in the 2026 Republican primary for U.S. Senate in South Carolina.

“With the exits of Joni Ernst and Thom Tillis, Senator Graham is now the most vulnerable
incumbent Republican in the U.S. Senate,” BIG DATA POLL Director Rich Baris, said. “That
vulnerability is a direct result of voters’ beliefs that he is foo focused on overseas affairs and not
enough on domestic issues at home.”

“Further, a solid percentage of the primary electorate distrusts the incumbent when it comes to
defending the president’s agenda and legacy after he leaves office.”

Even with the endorsement of President Donald J. Trump and at a time when he has faced no
scrutiny, Senator Graham still is unable to obtain majority support. This is another atrocious result
for an incumbent with universal name recognition seeking his fifth term in the U.S. Senate after
serving four terms in the U.S. House of Representatives.

In the full primary ballot, former Project 2025 Director Paul Dans has emerged as the clear
challenger, with his support more than doubling since the poll was conducted in June.
Businessman Mark Lynch has lost roughly half his support.

With a majority of both primary and general election voters unwilling to say Senator Graham

deserves to be reelected, it's more than fair to say he will only survive a primary challenge if the
party fails to get behind the more viable candidate.
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PRIMARY BALLOT

Senator Lindsey Graham has lost support since June, declining from just under a majority at
49.5% 1o 46.3%. The incumbent has been holding events aimed to convince voters he is the
president’s biggest supporter in the U.S. Senate, but it hasn't had the infended effect.

Former Project 2025 Director Paul Dans has increased his support significantly since his
announcement, rising from 9.2% in June to 22.1% in September. Meanwhile, businesssan Mark
Lynch fell from 10.8% to just 4.1%.

Q: If the Republican primary for U.S. Senate in South Carolina were held today,
for whom would you vote?

Candidate JUNE SEPTEMBER
LINDSEY GRAHAM 49.5% 46.3%
MARK LYNCH 10.8% 4.1%
PAUL DANS 9.2% 22.1%
UNDECIDED 26.4% 20.0%
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INCUMBENT VULNERABILITIES

Republican primary voters in South Carolina contfinue to have mixed feelings about the
president’s endorsement. Nearly 1in 4 (22.6%) strongly agree that the endorsement was not the
result of the senator’s bona fides with the America First agenda, while another 1 in 5 somewhat
agree.

A majority agree Senator Graham has been “too focused” on foreign interventions and “not
enough on issues at home” juxtaposed to only 9.1% who strongly disagree with that assessment.
But perhaps the biggest vulnerability to the incumbent stems from a distrust that he can’t be
trusted to defend America First policies and the president’s legacies after his second term is

over.

Q: Please tell us whether you agree or disagreement with each of the following
statements:

STRONGLY SOMEWHAT SOMEWHAT STRONGLY

AGREE AGREE DISAGREE DISAGREE

Lindsey Graham is too focused 23.0% 33.3% 18.6% 92.1%
on foreign intervention and not
enough on issues at home

Lindsey Graham can’t be 23.5% 38.6% 11.6% 13.8%
frusted to defend America First
policies and Donald Trump's
legacy after the president
leaves office.

President Trump endorsed 22.6% 20.7% 17.9% 21.4%
Lindsey Graham only because
he needed his vote on
confirmations and the Big
Beautiful Bill, not because he

puts America First.
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CONCLUSION

Our findings continue to be consistent with other surveys in that Senator Lindsey Graham is below
maijority support even before heavy scrutiny expected during a primary campaign One in five
(20.0%) primary voters remain undecided on who they will support. That's a decline in
undecideds since the survey in June found 1 in 4 primary voters remained undecided.

It remains clear that Senator Graham is struggling to consolidate support even with the most
influential endorsement in recent memory.
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METHODOLOGY

BIG DATA POLL interviewed 1,518 registered and 827 Republican primary voters statewide in
South Carolina from September 26 to 29, 2025. Interviews were conducted via mixed-mode,
including online were sourced through Lucid (CINT) Holdings LLC and live-agent phone
inferviews including P2P SMS and text-to-online are sourced from the Aristotle National Voter File
Database. Results were weighted for sex, age, race and ethnicity, education, and region.

The sampling errors overall and for the primary electorate are +2.5% and +3.5%, respectively, at a
95% confidence interval. It is important to note that sampling BIG DATA POLL interviewed 1,519
registered and 827 Republican primary voters statewide in South Carolina from June 8 fo 11,
2025. Interviews were conducted via mixed-mode, including online were sourced through Lucid
(CINT) Holdings LLC and live-agent phone interviews including P2P SMS and text-to-online are
sourced from the Aristotle National Voter File Database.

Results were weighted for sex, age, race and ethnicity, education, and region. The sampling

errors overall and for the primary electorate are +2.5% and £3.5%, respectively, at a 5%
confidence inferval. It is important to note that sampling errors for subgroups are higher.

FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY



	SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
	 
	PRIMARY BALLOT 
	 
	INCUMBENT VULNERABILITIES 
	 
	CONCLUSION 
	 
	METHODOLOGY 

