STATE OF 5OUTH CAROLINA,

COUNTY OF  JASPER

Charlene "Charlie" Wood Uhrmann

¥5.

PlainulT,

JASPER COUNTY; COUNCILMAN
MARTIN SALULS; COUNCILMAN
JOSEPH ARZILLO: JUDGE ALBERT
“"BUSTER™ KLECKLEY: JASPER
COUNTY ATTORNEY DAVID TEDDER;

and JOHN DOES 1-10.

Drefendant.

TO THE DEFENDANT ABOVE-NAMED:

)

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

SUMMONS
FILLE NG, = E
. M
08 2366363 B2 § N
.
R
=i 3 M
8g< _ U
—l"'ti;
272

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and required to answer the complaint herein, a2 copy of

which is herewith served upon you, and to serve a copy of your answer to this complaint upon the

subscriber, at the address shown helow, within thirty (30} days after service hereof, exclusive of the

day of such service, and if you fail to answer the complaint, judgment by default will be rendered
against you for the relief demanded in the complaint.

Jasper County Court, 265 Russel]l Street,

Ridgeland, South Caralina

Dated: June 24, 2025

SCCA 401 {5402}

Address:

" 4 a T
taste ] ol Crvgectetet S

Plaimtiff? Awomey [or Plaintiff

Chatlene "Charlie Wood Uhrmann., ProSe
2605 Glover Road, Ridgeland, SC 29934



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN tHE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FOURTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
JASPER COUNTY

CHARLENE “CHARLIE™ WOOD UHRMANN,
Case NQ.C}DQS QOQ']DDBCOB
Plaintiff,
v, COMPLAINT
{Freedom of Information Act

JASPER COUNTY. COUNCILMAN MARTIN Violations — Multiple Counts)
SAULS; COUNCILMAN JOSEPH ARZILLO;
JUDGE ALBERT “BILISTER" KLECKLEY:
JASPER  COUNTY  ATTORNEY  DAVID
TEDDER; and JOHN DOES | 10,

Defendant,

INTRODUCTION

This action ariscs from a deliberate and unlawflul effort by clecied olficials and legal
representatives of Jasper County, South Caroling, to withhold, conceal, and ultimately
destroy public records responsive 1o a lawful Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request
submitted by Plaintift Chatlene “Charlic” Wood Lhrmann. Acling in their official
capacities, Councilman Martin Sauls and Judge Albert Kleckley, with the direct guidance
and legal cover of County Atlormey David Tedder, coordinated the deletion of electronic
messages and communications that documented a retaliatory campaign of surveillance
and defamation targeting the Plaintiff. The inentional destruction ol public records
following the receipt ol a FOLA request not only violated the transparency mandates of
5.C. Code § 30-4-10 et seq., but also undermined core constitutional rights guaranmeed
under both the South Carolina and United States Constitutions. This Complaint seeks

declaratory, injunctive. and equitable velief to redress these violations, compel production



of remaining records, and hold the responsible parties accountable for their willful

obstruction of public access and breach of public trust.

PARTIES

1.

Plaintitf Charlene “Charlic” Uhmann is a legal resident of Jasper County, South

Carolina, residing at 26035 Glover Road, Ridgeland. SC 29936,

Defendant Jasper County is a public body as defined under the South Carolina
Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA™), 5.C. Code § 30-4-20(a}, and is subject to
the provisions therein,

Defendant Martin Sauls 1s a Jasper County Councilman and a public oiTicial as
defined under 5.C. Code § 30-4-20(a).

Defendant Albert “Buster” Kleckley is the elected Probate Judge for Jasper
County and a public official subject to FOIA,

Defendant Joseph Arzilio is an elected Councilman of Jasper County and a public
otticial under S.C. Code § 30-4-20(a). Upon information and belief, he is the
individual who hired a third-party investigator 1o conduct surveillance and gather
private information on Plaintiff and her family. His communications and rele in
the extralegal investigation formn a central part of this controversy.

Defendant David Tedder is the appointed Jasper County Attomey. acting under

color of state law at all times relevant herein.

JURISDICTION AND YENUE

7.

Venue is proper in Jasper County pursuant to 5.C. Code Ann. § 15-7-30, as the
acts and omissions giving rise to this Complaint occurred within Jasper County,
South Carolina, and the Defendants. including public officials and the County
itself, are located, employed. or hold oflice therein. Additionally, the Plaintiff is a
resident of Jasper County and was personally impacted within the jurisdiction by
the Defendants” conduct. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this
action pursuant to 5.C. Code Ann, § 30-4-100, which provides that any person
denied access to public records under the South Carolina Freedom of Information

Act may institute proceedings for declaratory or injunctive relief in the court of



common pleas. Furthermore, this Court has the inherent authority to grant

equitable relief and adjudicate constitutional and statutory violations arising under

South Carolinag law.,

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

7.

10.

1.

12.

(On November 27, 2024, Plaintitt submitted a lawful FOIA request to Jasper
County Attormey David Tedder requesting records, including emails and text
messages. referencing her name and associated aliases, sent or received by
Councilman Martin Sauls and Joseph Arzillo and Judge Albert Kleckley between
October 25 and November 4, 2024,

The records sought were government records under 5.C. Code § 30-4-20(c). and
the officials used their personal and county-issued devices o conduct public
business.

After receiving Plaintiff's request. on or about December 5, 2024, Defendant
David Tedder called Defendant Kleckley and, in the presence of a witness
{ Associale Judge Dixie Ford), advised him to “get rid of the texts.” stating, “she
ain 't getting shit.”

Immediately following this call, Defendarnt Kleckley deleted the text messages
from his phone that were responsive to the FOIA request, m dicect violation of
5.C. Code & 30-1-30, which prohibits the intentional destruction of public records.
Plaintitf received a formal FOIA response on December 12,0 2024, falsely
asserting that the records had auto-deleted and that the phones used wers not
subject to FOLA, despite overwhelrming evidence to the contrary,

Defendant Tedder never fulfilled his representation that Jasper County IT had
requested the phone records from the relevant providers. and no documentation

confirming such a request has ever been produced.

. A sworn certification by Judge Ddixie Ford confirms that Defendant Kleckley

deletzd the texts atter being warmned that doing so would constitute destruction of
evidence under FOIA. Ford further confirmed Kleckley boasted about pressuring

the IT Director to erase related server data




4,

5.

Plaintilf made repeated good-faith attempts to meet with the Jasper County
Council to resolve the matter informally. These elTorts were ignored or met with
verbal hostility by Defendant Tedder and other county officials.

In a final effort to avoid litigation. Plaimiit reached out directly to members of the
Jasper County Council. reguesting a meeting to address the FCHA violations and
destruction of records. Despite providing specific evidence and requesting
intervention in good faith, the Council collectively declined 1o respond or take
corrective action. Their silence and inaction further forced Plaintiff to seek relief

through the courts, having exhausted all other available remedies,

. PlainuiiT was further harassed and shouted down by Defendant officials during the

public comment portion of a June 2. 2025 Jasper County Council meeting, after

she attempted to redress her FOIA concerns publicly.

COUNT ONE
Violation of FOIA - Wrongful Denial of Access to Public Records
(8.C. Code Ann. § 30-4-10 et seq.)

17.

On November 27, 2024, Plaintitf Charlene “Charhe™ Wood Uhrmann submitted a
written and specific Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)Y request to Jasper
County, through County Attorney David T'edder, seeking copies of all electronic
and written communications. including but not limited to emails. text messages.
private messages (PMs), SMS, and instant messages, generated by or shared
between Judge Albert “Buster” Kleckley and Councilman Martin Sauls. The
request specifically identified dates, devices, phone numbers, and key temms
relating to PlaintilT's identity and aliases {“Charlene Uhrmann.” “Charlie Wood,”
“"Charlie Wood Uhrmann,” and “Wacko/Wack Job™) ensuring the request both
targeted and reasonably descriptive, satisfying all statutory requirements under
5.C. Code Ann. § 30-4-30{c). Plainult also included the phone number of
Councilman Joseph Arzillo in her request, as he was identified as the individual

who initiated the third-party investipation targeting Plaintiff and her family.

. The communications sought by Plaintiff were created, sent, received, or stored by

elected officials ol Jasper County while acting in their official capacity and while



19.

20.

21

discussing matters relating to the Plaintiff. a private citizen engaging in
constitutionally protected speech. These communications were not personal in
nature, but rather were related to the exercise of governmental power, including
surveillance, coordination of an extralegal investigation, and the dissemtination of
private data, all of which were conducted by officials using devices regularly
utilized for public business. Accordingly, under S.C. Code Ann. § 30-4-20{c),
these documents qualify as “public records,” subject to disclosure regardless of
whether they were stored on personal or county-issued devices. (Fxhibit A)

On or about December 12, 2024, Defendants issued a formal response denying
Plaintiff s FOlA request. This responsc Talsely claimed that responsive records
had been auto-deleted and thar the devices used by certain officials, namely,
Councilman Sauls, were persanal and therefore not subject to FOLA, These claims
were knowingly inaccurale and designed to obstruet access to records that were
plainly within the statutory definition of public records. Furthermore, the response
failed to include any documentation of retrieval efforts or supporting evidence, in
violation of the County™s duty to act in good faith under the law. {Exhibit B)

Plainafl promptly contested the County’s December 12 response, submilting a
detailed rebuttal and formally appealing the denial. In her comespondence dated
December 16, 2024, Plaintift cited applicable provisions of South Carolina law,
presented direct knowledge of record tampeting. including evidence that County
Attomey Tedder advised Judge Kleckley to delete the texts, and pointed to a
witness statement from Associate Judge Dixie Ford confirming the intentional
destruction of the records. Despite the gravity of these assertions and the
corroborating evidence, no corrective action was taken by the County or its legal

representatives. {txhibit ('}

. Defendants” failure to produce the requested documents. coupled with the

intentional deletion of records after the FOIA request was received, constitutes a
clear and knowing violation of Plaintft™s rghis under the South Carolina
Freedom of Information Act. The actions taken by the Defendants effectively

nullified the stalulory transparency guaranteed to all residents of the State,




22,

deprived Plaintiff of the opportunity to inspect and copy records of public
concern, and undermined the integrity of public oversight.

Pursuant to $.C. Code Ann. § 30-4-100{B), Plaintiff is entitled to judicial reliel in
the form of a declaratory judgment that IDefendants violated the FOIA statute, a
permanent injunction mandating the recovery and production of all responsive
records to the extent technolegically possible, and an award of reasonable
attorneys” fecs and costs incurred in the enforcement of her rights. The deliberate
and obstructive conduct by Delendants lurther justifies referral for criminal

sanctions under 5.0, Code § 30-1-30 and heightened judicial scrutiny.

COUNT TWO
Vialation of FOIA -  Intentional Destruction of Public Records
(5.C. Code Ann. § 30-1-30)

28,

29,

Following the submission of Plaintiff's FOIA request on November 27, 2024,
Jasper County Attorney David L. Tedder, who was legally obligated to uphold
compliance with South Carolina’s public records laws, instcad took deliberate
steps to subvert those obligations. (n or about December 5. 2024, Mr. Tedder
contacted Defendant Judpe Albent “Buster™ Kleckley via telephone while the
latter was present in the Jasper County Probate Otffice. During that call, which
was taken on speakerphone and overheard by Associate Judge Dixie Ford, Tedder
unequivocally instructed Kleckley to destroy the responsive communications,
stating, “She ain’t getting shit ” This directive constituted not only bad faith under
FOIA but also an overt act encouraging the willful destruction of public records in
viclation of criminal statute.

Acting on this directive, Defendant Kleckley immediately began deleting text
messages and related communications from his persenal andfor county-issued
mobile device. These records included messages exchanged with Councilman
Martin Sauls and other county officials referencing the Plaintiff, her identity,

personal photographs, and  details about her residence—records explicitly



30.

il

32

requested by the Plaintiff and clearly falling within the scope of FOIA. Associate
Judge Dixie Ford personally witnessed Kleckley deleting the messages and
objecled in real tme, warning him that doing so would constitute the destruction
of public records and advising that such dala could sull be retrieved by the
telecommunications provider. Kleckley dismissed the waming and continued to
delete the content before leaving the office to allegedly orchestrate {urther
destruction through the county’s 1T department. (Exhibit Dy Certification

The South Carolina Public Records Act, codified at 5.C. Code Ann. § 30-1-30,
expressly prehibits the unauthorized removal, defacement, or destruction of
public records. It provides that “a person who unlawiully removces a public record
from the office where it usually is kept or alters, defaces, mutilates, secretes, or
destroys it is guilly of a misdemeanor.” and is subject (o a fine of not less than
$500 and not more than $5.000, or imprisonment for a period not exceeding thirty
days. The conduct by both Tedder and Kleckley falls squarely within this
statutory prohibition and should be referred for criminal investigation,

The communications destroved by Judge Kleckley, at the instruction and
encouragement of County Attorney Tedder, were not private or discretionary
records. Rather. they invelved matters of direct public concem—namely, the
coverl investigation and largeting of a private citizen by public officials, the
misuse of government office for retaliatory purposes, and the improper
dissemination of personal information. These records were clearly subject to the
disclosure requirements of the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act and
were deliberately deleted in an attempt to evade public accountability. Such
destruction was not accidental or incidental, but a knowing, intentional, and
coordinated act that violated both the letter and spirit of state transparency laws.
The unlawful destruction of these public records denied Plainufl lawful access 1o
government-held information to which she was entitled under FOIA, It interfered
with her constitutional right to petition the government and obstructed meaningful
oversight of public officials. Moreover, this conduct constitutes a serious abuse of
power under color of law, undermining the principles of governmenl transparency

and eroding public trust. By engaging in this willful misconduct, Defendants not



only obstructed Plaintiff’s FOIA request, but also committed acts that warrant

judicial condemnation, sanctions. and potential criminal referral.

COUNT THREE
Conspiracy to Yiolate FOLA and Obstruct Public Access
33, Plaintiff realleges the preceding paragraphs.
34. Defendants Sauls, Kleckley, and Tedder knowingly conspired to prevent the
disclosure of public information by:
i.  Discussing Plaintiff’s FOHA request;
ii.  Coordinating the deletion of responsive messages; and
iii.  Issumg knowingly false justifications to obstruct compliance.
35 This coordinated effort served no legitimate governmental purpose and was
designed to insulate public officials from accountability,
36. The conspiracy caused imjury to Plaintiff’s stawtory rights, eroded public trust.

and chilled her constitutional right to petition her government.

COUNT FOUR
Declaratory Judgment
(5.C. Code Ann. § 30-4-100(A))
37. A justiciable controversy exists as to whether Defendants vielated FOlA and
other laws in denying access and destroying records,
38. PlaintilT seeks a declaratory judgment declaring that:
i.  The requested records were and remain subject o FOIA;
it.  The Defendants violated FOLA in failing 10 produce them;
iii.  The destruction of records was unlawful; and

iv.  Plaintiff is entitled to the lullest possible relief under law.

COUNT FIVE
Injunctive Reliel

(5.C. Code Ann. § 30-4-100(A))



3%, Defendants’ pattern of noncompliance and destruction of public records justifies

injunctive relief.

41}, Plaintift seeks a permanent injunction requiring:

. The preservation of all remaining communications and records;
ii.  The retrieval of destroyed records from service providers and IT syvstems:
and
iii.  The enforcement of appropriate records retention and FOLA compliance

pelicies 1n Jasper County,

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests the Court:

1.

R

Declare that Defendants violated FOIA and related laws;
Order Defendanis to produce all responsive documents:
Enjein Defendants from further destruction of public records;
Asward Plaintiff reasonable attorney’s fees and litipation costs:
Refer mtemional violations o the proper criminal authorities:

Grant any further relicf as the Court deems just and proper.

Respectfully submitted,

Charlene “Charlie” Weod Uhrmann
Pro Se Plaintiff

2605 Glover Road

Ridgeland, 8C 29936

Email: charlic.uhrmanm e e loonm

Signed %mej . %}Cﬂfﬂ"—-—* Dated: 24 June 2025




EXHIBIT A



Jasper County

358 Third Ave. Sulhe 203
fcdgelond, S5C 29936
W aperToLUntysc. og [ B43) 717-3488
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST FORM
1/27/2024
NAME- Charlene Uh_rmann ' DATEOF st i
2605 Glover Road
ADDRESS: N o
. Ridgeland aate: ¢ 20936
PHONE NUMBER: FAY. NUMWIBER .

EMAL charlie.uhrmann@gmail.mm_

Pl=ase indicate your preferred method of dellvery by checking the appropriate box below. If possible, we will
respond by the preferred mathod; however, some responses may not be suitable for fax or eqnatl due 1
quantity, site of madivm of the document.

Mal o Fax o Bl o Request to review information on premises O

Pursusnt to the Freedom of information Act, § 30-4-10, st seq., Code of Laws of South Carolins (1976, as
amended), | request a copy of the following (pleass be spachic).

Please see attached.
Please see attached.

| understand that Saction 3G-2-50 of the Sauth Carolina Code of Laws problblts 2 parson or private entity from
knowingly obtalning or using personal information from a local government for commercal solicitation
directed to any parson In this State; violators are Fullty of & misdemeancr and subject to a $500.00 fine and/or
all umupmmm.mmulmmoﬂmmmmmummm
Bt USID FOR COMMERCIAL SOLICITATION DIRECTED TO ANY PERSON N THE STATE OF SOUTH CARDLINA.

| understand the County generally has ten (10) business days to respond to the request, and generally must
produce the records within 30 calendar days from that responss date. | understand that | may be required to

pay the costs g rases o associsted with my request. See the FOIA information page
on tha . WA r for more information regarding FOIA requests.
SIGNATURE: 2x24

FOR OFRCE ST OMLY
Rt form ter
Juwpar Couny REQLHEST ASSKINED TO: DATE DF COMPLETION:
County Abtorray’s Offioy
F.O. box 420 DATE OF ASSCHLENT: FEE FOR SERVICES:
Mdgelwd, SC 29928 -
dwdderP aparcountysc gov DATERESPONSEDUDE: METHOD OF PAYWENT:




FOlA REQUEST — Jasper Counnty Probate Judge Albert Kleckley

Please provide a copy of any/all ducuments kept, 1o include but not limited to electronic media,
emails, texts, PM, SMS and instant messages regarding Jasper County Resident Charlene
Lhrmann’.

Please provide a copy of any/all documents kept. to include but not limited to electronic media,
emails, texts, PM, SMS and instant messages regarding Jasper County Resident *Charlie Wood'.

Please provide a copy of any/all documents kept. to include but not limited to clectronic media,
emails, texis, PM, SMS and instant messages regarding Jasper County Resident “Charlie Wood
Uhrmann’

Please provide a copy of any/all documents kept. to include but not limited (o electronic media.
emails, texts, PM, SMS and instant messages regarding Jasper County Resident “Wacko or
"wack job’

Please provide a copy ol texts messages sent t0 and received from Councilman Martin (Marty)
Sauls #{843) 338-55309 to Jasper County Probate Judee Albert (Buster) Kleckley # (843} 540-
0449 which referenced the aforementioned identity(s) during the Friday Octlober 25, 2024 to
Monday November 4, 2024 time period.




Jasper County

A58 Thwrd Aver, Sulhee 202
Ricgelond, 50 29924
WY DITOUIYSC O | 843) 717-2408
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST FORM
27/
ME: Charlene Uh_rmann  DATE OF REQUEST: 11/27/2024
2805 Glover Road
ADDRESS: o
are. Ridgeland ae ¢ op 29936
PHOME NLAABER FAX NUMBER:

— char[ie.uhnnann@gmaﬂ.com_

Please indicate your preferred method of dellvery by checking the appropriate box below, If possible, we will
respond by the preferred methad; howsver, some responsas may not be suitable for fax or e-+nail due to
quantity, size or medivm of the document.

Mal o [ Erall o Regquest to review information on premises o

Pursuant to the Fraedom of information Act, § 20-4-10, et s#q., Code of Laws of South Carolina (1976, as
amended), | request & copy of the following (please be specific).

Please see attached.
Please see attached.

Iundm"dthithnumﬂz-iﬂnfthem:mumummdeuflmprohlbltuwmnnrprim:ntmrﬁum
knowingly obtaining or using personal information from a local govarnmant for commercial xolicitation
dlrecudl:ﬂlnvplrmnInthiiStm;vhlatnnluluﬂtvdlnﬂdtmmrmdutJmtnlssm.MHntmdfw
puﬂmupmmm.mmulmmmmmmmmummm
“M“WWAMHWWWWHHHAEDFMMUM

| understand the County generaily has ten {10) business days to respond to the request, and genarally must
produce the records within 30 calendar days from that fesponsa date. | understand that | may be required to
pay the costs mesearch tage associated with my request. See the FOIA Infarmation page
on the for more information regarding FORA requests.

SIGNATURE: JMU
FOR DFRCE LiSE OMLY
Rt form to:
Hespar Counby RECHUEST ASSIGNED T(: DATE OF COMPLETION:
County Aticwruey’s Office
P.D. o d20 DA TE OF ASSIGNRAENT : FEE FON SERWICES:
Ridgeland, 5C 299248
dinddeniPaparcountysc gov DATE MESPONSE DUE: METHOD F FAYMIENT:




FOLA REQUEST - Jasper County Councilman Marty Sauls

Please provide a copy of any/al! decuments kept, 10 include but not limited o clectronic media.
emails, texts, PM, SMS and instant messages regarding Jasper County Resident “Charlene
Llhrmann’.

Please provide a copy of any/all documents kept, 1o include but not limited to electronic media,
emails, texts, P, SMS and instant messages regarding Jasper County Resident *Charlie Wood'.

Please provide & copy of any/all documents kept, to include but not limited to electronic media,
emails, texts, PM, SMS and instant messages regarding Jasper County Resident *Charlie Wood
l’hrmann’

Please provide a copy of any/all documents kept. to include but not limited to electronic media,
emails, texts, PM, SMS and instant messages regarding Jasper County Resident *Wacko’

Please provide & copy of texts messages senl / received from # (843) 683-2878 to # (843) 338-
5509 which reference the alorementioned identity(s) during the I'riday October 25, 2024 w0
Monday November 4., 2024 time period.

FOILA REQUEST - Jasper County Councilman Marty Sauls

Please provide a copy of any/all documents kept, to include but not himited 1o electronic media,
emails. texts. PM, SMS and instant messages regarding Jasper County Resident "Charlene
Uhemann’.

Please provide a copy of any/al] documents kept, to include but not limited o electronic media,
emails, texts, PM, SMS and instant messages regarding Jasper County Resident "Charlie Wood™.

Please provide a copy of any/all documents kept. 1o include but not limited (o elecironic media,
emails, texts, PM. SMS and instant messages regarding Jasper County Resident “Charlie Wood
Uhrmann’

Please provide a copy of any/all documents kept, 10 include but not lirnned to electronic media,
emails, 1exts, PM, SMS and instam messages regarding Jasper County Resident “Wacko'

Please provide a copy of texts messages sent from Councilman Saul’s cell phone # (843) 338-
5509 o Jasper County Probate Judge Kleckley's cell phone # (843) 540-0049 refecencing the
aforementioned identitv(s) from Friday October 25, 2024 to Monday November 4, 2024,



EXHIBIT B



OFFICE OF THE JASPER COUNTY ATTORNEY

158 THIRD AVENUE, SUITE 203 ~ POST OFFICE BOX 420
RIDGELAND, SOUTH CAROLINA 29938
TELEPHOMNE (843} 717-16B8 ~ FACSIMILE (B43) 725-3240

DaviD L. TEDDER
COUNTY ATTORMEY

R ——
December 12, 2024

Charlene Urhman
By Email Only to Charlie urhmandfgmail.com

RE: FOQIA Requests dated November 27, 2024
Documentsitext records re Probate Judge Albert Kleckley and
County Councilman L. Martin Sauls, [V
Our File No. FOIA 2024-207 (Kleckley)
Our File No. FOlA 2024-208 (Sauts)

Dear Ms. Urhman:

In reference 1o the two matters teferenced above, which were received over the
Thanksgiving Holiday break, my office in accordance with Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
provisions contacted the relevant departments and individuals to ascertain what public records
were available. FOIA provides ten business days for a response regarding the public bodies
determination regarding availabihity and the reasons for it.

Qur inquiry determined that one of the referenced phone numbers is a county supplied
phone ({843) 540-0449) issued 1o Judge Kleckley. Qur Information Technology Department has
examined its phone records for the time period identified (Oct 25, 2024 through Nov 4, 2024}
and found references to calls made to phone number (843) 338-5509. My office also contacted
Judge Kleckley regarding these calls, and the messages have been auto-deleted as older
messages. Our [T Depariment has contacted the phone service provider with a request for the
referenced messages to be retrieved from their recerds, but we have not yet received their
response, which would include the costs of retrieval. Accordingly, we cannot yel provide you
with copies of those messages, nor make a determination if those messages are subject to any
exemption because of content. We will advise you upon receipt of any retrieved messages.

We also had the IT Department examine the email records of the two county individuals
identified in your request, and we are informed there are¢ no county emails regarding the three
names identified in your FOIA request (Charlene Urhman, Charlie Wood, Charlie Wood
Urhman}, nor have they found items regarding “Wacko” or “wack job™).




Phone number {843) 338-5509 is not a county supplied phone, and the county does not
have access through our systems to its phone records, including any text messages that reference
the subject matters idemified. In other words, the county has no public records to produce from
this phone.

As noted above, our {T Department has requesiad the retrieval fram the phone provider
of Judge Kleckley of text messages, but we have not yet been advised of the timing or cost of
this. We are unable to provide a cost for production until we get that mformation, and can
examine the records to make certain there is not otherwise GFOIA exempt information subject to
redaction. We will advise once the information is available 1o us.

We would appreciate your patience and understanding while the 1T Departiment obtains
the information from the provider for our review and potential provision to you under the
Freedom of Information Act.

Jasper County Attorney

Enclosures

ce: Albent Kleckley
Martin Sauls

1d



EXHIBIT C



Charlene Wood Uhtmann
2605 Clover Road

Ridgeland, S 29936

December 16, 2024

Jasper County Attorney
David L. Tedder

P.O. Box 420
Ridgeland. SC 20036

RE: FOIA File No. 2024-207
FOIA File No. 2024-208

Dear Mr. Tedder.

[ am in receipt of your December 12, 2024 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA} response
regarding the two matters referenced above, [ am aware of the timeline provided by the statue in
regards to receiving a timely determination from your uffice.

You acknowledged receipt of my FOIA an November 7. 2024 which sought information from
two elected officials: Judge Albert Kleckley and Councilman Martin Sauls - both who are defined under
Section 30-4-20(a) as a “Public bodv.” You were provided specific identities. devices and tmeling 1o
fulfill said reasonahle request. Similar to a lepal hold notice. onee a FOTA request 1s submitted vour
¢lients are required to preserve all data until all appedl processes have been exhausted.

It is my undersianding through several reliable sources that when your office, specifically you
contacted Kleckley regarding my request, ¥ou advised. “she ain’t getting shit™ As a result, 30U
circuitously gave him the green light to delete all the information being lawiully sought.  This is
extremely troubling since bhoth Kleckley and Sauls are elected officials who use their devices during the
course of official business, which constilules said infurmation as governmen! records, Accordingly. in
order to believe that the information that rest{ed) on Kleckleys™ [-phone is no fonger available because it
was purportedly set to ‘auto-delete”. it is therefure reasonable to conclude that ALL of the emails and
lext messages remaining on his phone will not date back beyond 30 days? Notwithstanding. it is
important o note that my FOIA request was submitted hefore the alleged “auto-delete” time span.

Per your claim regarding the IT Department’s examination and finding of "no county cmails’ that
statement loo appears not 10 be credible since I had served both men “Cease & Desist” notifications
byway of email and USPS. The letiers were sent om November 2. 2024,

South Carolina FOIA law mandates thai government records must be available (o state residents
upon request. The law further provides that. ~No chance mecting. social meeting or electronic
cemmunication may be used in circumvention of the spirit of requirement.” It has been held thar the
respective freedom of information laws require disclosure of government content on personal devices,



including but not limited to messapes sent and recejved by public officials on their private cell phones or
devices, or from their personal accounts: concluding that. “If a department head or official can deprive
the citizens of their right to know by the simple expedient of maintain his emails on an account in
another domain, that purpose of FOIA is hardly served ™

S.C Code ¥ 30-1-30 addresses the unlawfiul removing. detacing or destruction of public records.
citing that “A person who unlawfully removes a public record from the office where it usually 15 kept or
alters. defaces. mutilates. secretes. or destroys it is guilty of a misdemeanor and. Upon conviciion. must
be fined not less than five hundred dollars nor more than five thousand dollars er imprisoned not mare
than thirty days.™ 1995 Act No. 2. Section |; 1990 Act No. 546. Scetion 1: 1973 (58) 350: 1962 Coade
Section ]-583.

The cell phone number (843) 338-5509 belongs to Councilman Sauls. Said phene number {and
device) is used by the councilman to fulfill and execute the duties of his office and therefore subject to
FOIA, The information | am seeking is addressed ynder Section 30-4-20(c) ~Public record™ which
includes all books, maps. photographs. cards. tapes, recordings, or other documentary malerials
regardless of physical form or characteristics prepared. owned. used. in the possession of, or retained by
a public body." emphasiy added

| am troubled by the way you handled my FOTA request. | feel confident that the Swute will
regard my Right to Know. over vour loyalty to your colleagues. Mr. Tedder. you are paid by the
laxpayers to uphoid the law and to minimize the COUNty’'s exposure to unnecessary litigation. You are
neither Kleckley nor Sauls' personal attorncy and therefore have a professional obligation to »our
profession and the taxpayer to remain neutral. Per the South Carolina Rules of Prafessional Conduet.
Rule 8.4(a) makes it professional misconduct for a lawyer to “violate ot attempt 1o viclate the Rules of
Professional Conduct, knowingly assist or induce ancther to do so. or do 50 through the acts ol another.™

Though | will agree to provide you additional time to recover the documents thal were
intentionally withheid and destroved by the elected officials. | would respectfully request that every
effort 15 put forth to fulfill my lawful request. Please note: [ did not receive any enclosures as indicated
in either correspondences.

Respectiully. v
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Charlie Wood U hrmann




From: Charlie Uhrmann <charlie.uhrmann@gmail com>

Date: March 3, 2025 at 2:58.17 PM EST

Subject: foia 24-208 martin sauls all docs texts, emails,etc regarding charlene
uhrmann, charlie wood{uhrmann}, wacko/wack Job, counsilman martin sauls to
judg and foia 24-207

Good afterncon Mr. Tedder,

| am writing once again to follow-up on my 27 November 2024 FOIA reguest and 13
December response as it pertains to text messages and emails that emanated from
Councilman Martin Sauls and Judge Kleckley's devices. | believe | have provided more
than ample time for your office, in conjunction with the Jasper County {T depariment to
fulfill my lawful request.

Though you only addressed Judge Kleckley's 'government issued’ phone, it is important
to note that Councilman Martin Saul's text messages are also subject to FOIA as he
relies on same to conduct his official business. Councilman Saul's text messages are
net protected. Per your 12 December 2024 response, you also claimed that the Jasper
County IT department placed a request with the phone carner to retrieve the texts. |
would appreciate a copy of said request and the response.

My request was clear and specific and uncomplicated. | woukd appreciate your
cooperation in fulfilling my FOIA without bias.

/ % A
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EXHIBIT D



CERTIFICATION



DIxIE S. FORD
167 MALLARD 5.
RIDGELAND, SC 29936

My name is Dixie S. Ferd. | am the Associate Probate Judge of lasper County, SC. |
have been employed by Jasper County Probate Court since January 2007, without
incident.

Please allow this statement to serve as my certification of occurrences | know to
be true:

« 0On Qctober 29, 2024, ludge Albert “Buster” Kleckley came into my office
and showed me a woman's picture and personal informaticn, including but
not limited to her address and names of her neighbors, on his cell phane. |
asked Judge Kleckley who she was and he stated "that Charlie Wood
woman that’s been posting all of that shit against Marty on Facebook”.
Judge Kleckley left the office to go to the lasper County Government
Building and upon his return, told me he had showed the text cantaining
“Charlie Wocd's” perscnal infermation to county treasurer Michael Skinner.

= 0On October 31, 2024, at the probate office, Judge Kleckley received a phaone
call on his cell phone from his cousin and Councilman Marty Sauls, which he
answered on speaker phone. Marty asked Judge Kleckiey if he had shown
anyone the text about “"Charlie Wood” Judge Kleckley vehemently denied
showing the contents of the text message tc anyone.

= (On November 5, 2024, Judge Kleckiey showed me a copy of a cease and
desist that he received from Charlene Urhmann regarding him
disseminating her personal information as well as her photograph. Judge
Kleckley told me it was “bull shit” and he was “not worried about it”. He

further stated that Mrs. Urhmann and her hushand “are not important,
they aren’t lawyers. This is a joke” and “this is like your neighbor telling your
dog to stop shitting in his yard”




s On November 27, 2024, Judge Kleckley received a FOIA from Mrs.
Urhmann.

¢ On December 5. 2024, County Attorney David Tedder called the Probate
office and asked to speak to ludge Kleckley. Judge Kleckley tock the call on
speaker phone. Mr. Tedder told Judge Kleckley to get rid of the texts and
said “she ain't getting shit”. After the phone call, Judge Kleckley took a seat
at my desk, | asked him what he was doing and he said “deleting the texts
off of my phone”. | advised him not to delete the texts as he has officially
received the FOIA and deleting the texts would be destruction ¢f evidence. |
also informed him his texts could be retrieved from the phone provider. He
stated he wasn't worried about that. Judge Kleckley then left the office for
some time. After returning he stated he had talked to Earl Bostick {head of
IT Dept.} and s&id “remember when you wanted your marriage to go away?
I’'m the one who made your marriage license disappear. If someone asks for
my phone records, | suggest you do the same”.

On May 4, 2025 | received a call from William Weaver, Investigator from the
Supreme Court of South Carolina Office of Disciplinary Coundil in connection
with a complaint they received on Judge Kleckley and asked for my cooperation
in their investigation. | advised Mr. Weaver that pursuant to Scuth Carolina
Judicial Cannons that | am bound to as a Judge, | was already working on a
complaint of my own and would absolutely cooperate.

On May 27, 2025, the Office of Disciplinary Council forwarded Judge Kleckley a
copy of my complaint. Since his notification, | have received constant
harassment from Judge Kieckley even after repeatedly telling him | could not
discuss the investigation and to please leave me alone.

On June 4, 2024, | notified the Office of Disciplinary Council of Judge Kleckley's
continuous harassmaent.

OnJune 13, 3025, | emailed and hand-delivered a complaint of harassment to
Nicole Holt, Director of Human Resources, Later that day, | received and email
from Ms. Holt stating that Judge Kleckley is an elected official and they could

not assist me in my compiaint.




| hereby certify that all statements made hereto are true and accurate.

X CX

e 5, Ford
Assocate Judge of Probate




NOTICE OF INTENT



2 June 2025 Response
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Good morning.
| pray this email finds you all in perfect health and spinits.

Please find my response to the maltreatment | received during the 2 June 2025 Jasper
County Council Meeting; Public Comment. As always, | remain open to discussing this
matter further with you.

| am truly saddened that you have decided to ignore my simple request
towards resolving this very important issue.

Warm regards,

Charlie



Chantic Hood Uhrmann

Dear Mr. Kemp,

T'am compelled ro address your maltreatmen of me duting the public comment portdon of the 2 fune 2025
Jasper County Council Meedng, [t is my position you vielated miv consttuponally protected Firse
Amendment Rj.gh: to redress my gﬁm’anc{:.\; of the government; alsent eof tear, harasstoent or retaliadon,
(n 6 January 2023, you took an Qath it vou were “dule qualifed” ro presceve, proacon and doedend rlie
Constiruon of the Grear Stare of Sourth Carolina. Norwithstanding, you breached vour promise o the
People when vou falled ro allow me to speak withour reprisal,

Jasper Counny s adepred *Publc Coenmenr Rules of Deconnm’ 150 direer conflict of Article Taf 5.0
Constitution; Sections 1 and 2, whereby granting We the People all poltcal power, including but not liried
2 the gt b petition thew govermment oc department therest toe s redeess of goevinees.” Regardless of
voar dcdopred Trules” i s shalt oo the rights provided o We the People under the blanket of the LU'.5,
Constntuton. Both U5 and 5.C. Constitution(s) are written to protect us (cinzens; from you (goaernment).

After several failed attempts to seek 3 remely inrenards ro S Tedders ashusedluag of ehe 1 ecedoun o
Information Aet, you mmade the conscious decision w ignore my request to meet. Concerns regarding the
allegred crinumal allessmons caused oo spend rspaner’s neswes toseek leeal goicdlinee Noraatlestancg,

the Council 1s choosing to turn a blind eve. [ have amached nwv 4 February 2025 emall to for your review,

Allotting Mr. Tedder, 2 highly paid county emplovee, 2 pass for his outburst rowards a prvare cinzen, while
adding your own tongue lashing and false estimony demonstrated your lack of knowledpe, professionalism
and abiliry ro lead when rested. The moment Mr. Arzillo corrected vou regarding your false claim chat vou
never received any wformation from me; you had a professional duty and moral obligation w correct the
tecotd. Insiead of apologizing, you made vourself out o be a vieam.

Make nor mistake; T will reach my burden of proaf thar public reeords were intennonally destroved after my
FOTA requese was submutted, wioladng 8. Code § 30-1-30 which specifically addresses the unlawful
removing, defacing or destruction of public records, citing that "4 poerson whe tnlaw e remove s u
public record from the office where it usually is kept or giters, defaces. mutifates, secretes, or destroys i
is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon corviction, must he fined not fess than five hundred doliars nor
move than five thowsand doflars or imprisoned not more than thirty days. ™

Please consider this letter as a formal notce to you, the Coundl and the Admimstranon thae T wAll be filing a
complaint regarding Jispoer Ceone's bandling of O Y The complaing wall include an extensive good faith
etfort and due diligence on my part towards setding this matter without incident and without costing the
taxpavers legal fees. Sadly, the named parties, comncil and/or administraon falled ro appreciate tny efforts
and concern towards the eprepiousness of the situation.

Resper:lfull Tplen

{rvd

té it gl el e
hﬂr e “Uu L'hrmann




