
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF RICHLAND

Dr. Aaron Bishop, Dr. Jennifer Bishop Greater
Columbia Community Development
Corporation and Grace Christian Church

Plaintiffs,

vs.

Angela Bishop Hammonds, Robin McRae, and
Roderick Bishop

Defendants.

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

C.A. No.

SUMMONS

TO: DEFENDANTS NAMED ABOVE:

YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and required to answer the Complaint in this action of
which a copy is herewith served upon you, and to serve a copy of your Answer upon the
subscriber at 685 Highway 15 South, St. George, South Carolina 29477, within 30 days, and if
you fail to answer or appear and defend the Complaint within the time aforesaid, judgment by
default will be rendered against you for the relief demanded in this Complaint.

THE SINGLETARY GROUP, LLC

By: s/Reagan Singletary
Reagan Singletary (SC Bar #77541)
685 Highway 15 South
St. George, South Carolina 29477
Telephone: 803-552-6957
Facsimile: 803-753-9623
reagan@thesingletarygroup.com
Attorney for Plaintiffs

November 13, 2023
Columbia, South Carolina
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF RICHLAND

Dr. Aaron Bishop, Dr. Jennifer Bishop,
Greater Columbia Community Development
Corporation, and Grace Christian Church

Plaintiffs,

vs.

Angela Bishop Hammonds, Robin McRae, and
Roderick Bishop,

Defendants.

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

C.A. No.

COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY
JUDGMENT AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF

(NON-JURY)

Plaintiffs, Dr. Aaron Bishop (“Pastor Bishop”), Dr. Jennifer Bishop (“Co-Pastor

Bishop”), Greater Columbia Community Development Corporation, Inc. (the “Corporation”) and

Grace Christian Church (the “Church”) (hereinafter collectively referred to as “Plaintiffs”)

complaining of Defendants Angela Bishop Hammonds (“Defendant Hammonds”), Robin McRae

(“Defendant McRae”), and Roderick Bishop (“Defendant Roderick”), and (hereinafter

collectively referred “Defendants”) alleges as follows:

PARTIES AND JURISDICTION

1. Pastor Bishop and Co-Pastor Bishop are residents of Richland County, State of South

Carolina.

2. Grace Christian Ministries, Inc. d/b/a the Corporation, is a nonprofit corporation

organized and incorporated in the State of South Carolina.

3. The Church is a religious place of worship located in Richland County, State of South

Carolina, and controlled by the Corporation.
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4. Defendant Hammonds, Defendant McRae, and Defendant Roderick are individual

members of the Church, serving with Pastor Bishop and Co-Pastor Bishop on the Board of

Advisors of the Corporation.

5. The acts or omissions giving rise to this action occurred in Richland County, State of

South Carolina; thus, venue is proper in Richland County.

6. The parties hereto and subject matter hereof, all things and matters hereinafter alleged,

are within the jurisdiction and purview of this Honorable Court.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

7. As a non-profit organization, the Corporation operates in accordance with the South

Carolina Nonprofit Corporation Act (S.C. Code Ann. 33-31-705, et seq.).

8. The Corporation historically operates in accordance with its Bylaws, which govern the

Corporation and have been in use since on or about March, 1995, attached hereto as Exhibit “A”

and incorporated herein by reference (“Corporation Bylaws”).

9. The Corporation and the Church are both currently led by Pastor Bishop, appointed

permanently by Corporation Bylaws.

10. Pastor Bishop has held the position of pastor in the Church for 15 years prior to taking his

sabbatical, as further detailed below.

11. Pastor Bishop also serves as the Chairman of the Board of Advisors a/k/a Board of

Trustees (hereinafter “the Board”) and is deemed a member of the Corporation and the Church

by the Corporation Bylaws.

12. As a non-profit corporation, the Corporation is required to provide notice to its members

in a fair and reasonable manner, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 33-31-705(a).
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13. On or about March 25, 2022, Pastor Bishop sent a letter notifying Defendant Hammonds,

Defendant McRae, and Defendant Roderick, along with the other members of the Church, that he

would take a six-month sabbatical from his pastoral duties, which was originally scheduled to

begin on March 27, 2022, and end on October 1, 2022, attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and

incorporated herein by reference (“Sabbatical Request Letter”).

14. In said Sabbatical Request Letter, Pastor Bishop stated that during his sabbatical there

should be no significant operational changes or administrative dismissals within the Church, and

no reconfiguration of the Church’s organizational chart.

15. On or about March 27, 2022, Pastor Bishop began his sabbatical from his pastoral duties.

16. On or about May 31, 2022, Sean Dreher was appointed by the Church’s Committee and

Administrative Team, with the guidance of Pastor Bishop, to serve as Interim Pastor of the

Church during Pastor Bishop’s sabbatical.

17. On or about July 20, 2022, Sean Dreher sent a letter of resignation to Pastor Bishop and

the other leaders of the Church stating that he would resign from his duties as Interim Pastor of

the Church effective August 1, 2022, attached hereto as Exhibit “C” and incorporated herein by

reference (“Interim Pastor Resignation Letter”).

18. On or about October 20, 2022, the Church’s Administrative Team, Clergy Team, and

Church Members sent a letter to Pastor Bishop unilaterally extending his sabbatical until January

1, 2024, attached hereto as Exhibit “D” and incorporated herein by reference (“Sabbatical

Extension Letter”).

19. Pastor Bishop never responded to said Sabbatical Extension Letter and was not required

to do so.
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20. As the Church is under the control of the Corporation, members of the Church have a

right to receive notice of every meeting called within the Church pertaining to Church matters.

21. As stated above, Pastor Bishop is a member of the Church and, as such, reserves the right

to have notice of every meeting called within the Church pertaining to Church matters.

22. Article 3 of the Corporation Bylaws states that all meetings are to be announced three (3)

consecutive Sundays from the Pulpit by the Pastor of the Church.

23. Article 3 of the Corporation Bylaws states that any emergency meeting can only be called

by the Pastor of the Church.

24. On or about October 1, 2023, Defendants held a “Special Church Meeting”, without

giving prior notice to Pastor Bishop as required by his membership with the Corporation and

Church, as well as his status as pastor of the Church, to remove Pastor Bishop from his position

as pastor of the Church, attached hereto as Exhibit “E” and incorporated herein by reference

(“October 1, 2023, Meeting Minutes”).

25. As Pastor Bishop received no prior notice of said October 1, 2023, “Special Church

Meeting,” Pastor Bishop did not attend said “Special Church Meeting” and was not involved in

calling or taking any action at said meeting.

26. At some point after July 20, 2022, and before October 15, 2023, Sean Dreher resumed his

position as Interim Pastor of the Church without the approval of Pastor Bishop.

27. On or about October 15, 2023, Pastor Bishop sent a letter to Sean Dreher notifying Sean

Dreher of the end of Pastor Bishop’s sabbatical, effective October 9, 2023, and the end of Sean

Dreher’s tenure as Interim Pastor, effective October 15, 2023, attached hereto as Exhibit “F” and

incorporated herein by reference (“Sabbatical Conclusion Letter”).
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28. When Pastor Bishop returned from his Sabbatical he appointed Dr. Jennifer Bishop as

Co-Pastor of the Church on or about October 22, 2023. Under the Corporation bylaws, no Board

vote was required for the appointment.

29. On or about October 24, 2023, Pastor Bishop appointed seven (7) additional Board

members to the Board as Article 3 of the Corporation bylaws requires the Board to have twelve

(12) members. Those new members include: Gene Sessions, Latasha Saunders, LaToya Quick,

Will Horne, John Georgia, James Quick, and Nikki Georgia. Under the Corporation bylaws, no

Board action was required for the appointment.

30. On or about October 24, 2023, Defendant Hammonds, Defendant McRae, and Defendant

Roderick, sent a cease-and-desist letter to Pastor Bishop alleging that Pastor Bishop posted a

flyer on or about October 18, 2023, conveying to the public that he would be preaching at the

Church on October 22, 2023, attached hereto as Exhibit “G” and incorporated herein by

reference (“Cease-and-Desist Letter”).

31. Included along with the Cease-and-Desist Letter was a Board meeting notice regarding a

Corporation “Special Meeting” scheduled for November 1, 2023, to vote on Pastor Bishop and

“his ability to continue to effectively serve as Pastor of Grace Christian Church” and that the

meeting “shall decide if [Pastor] Bishop will continue to serve as Pastor of Grace Christian

Church,” which was signed Defendant Hammonds, Defendant McRae, and Defendant Roderick.

32. On or about November 1, 2023, members of the Board, during an unduly called meeting,

voted to remove Pastor Bishop as Pastor of Grace Christian Church. The meeting was not called

by Pastor Bishop, nor was it announced for three (3) consecutive Sundays from the pulpit by the

pastor of the church as governed by the bylaws. Upon information and belief, only three Board

members were present for the meeting: Defendant Hammond, Defendant McRae, and Defendant
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Roderick. Pastor Aaron Bishop and Co-Pastor Jennifer Bishop were notified prior to the meeting

but did not attend. However, the seven (7) additional Board members were not provided with any

prior notice as required under the Corporation bylaws nor were they involved in the action to

remove Pastor Bishop from his pastoral duties.

33. On November 8, 2023, an Emergency Meeting was called by Pastor Bishop. All twelve

(12) Board members were notified prior to the meeting, and all twelve (12) Board members

attended the meeting, attached hereto as Exhibit “H” and incorporated herein by reference

(“November 8, 2023 Board Meeting Minutes”).

34. During the November 8, 2023, meeting the Board voted to continue its support of Pastor

Bishop to lead its ministry and the business of Grace Christian Church.

35. The Board also voted to rescind the November 1, 2023, cease and desist letter, allowing

Pastor Bishop to release publications and general board announcements on any social media

platform associated with Grace Christian Church and Grace Christian Ministries, Inc. d/b/a as

Greater Columbia Community Development indefinitely.

36. Further, the Board voted that all persons who are on any account or in possession of any

financial data related to Grace Christian Church, Greater Columbia Community Development

Corporation, or any other entity associated with Grace Christian Church, provide all financial

data in their possession, including bank statements, account numbers, financial institutions of the

account, accountings, and filing summaries to Dr. Jennifer D. Bishop and Dr. Aaron Bishop, and

add Dr. Aaron Bishop and Dr. Jennifer D. Bishop to those accounts, including but not limited to,

all CashApp (Grace Christian Church of South Carolina and Radical Deeds) and other financial

accounts, on or before Friday, November 17, 2023.
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37. Since the Board’s November 7, 2023 meeting, a Notice of Termination of Pastoral Duties

has been issued to Pastor Bishop, upon information and belief, by the three (3) members of the

Board who held the unduly called and invalid meeting on November 1, 2023. In the Notice of

Termination, the three (3) Board members asked that that Pastor Bishop and Co-Pastor Bishop

refrain from: (a) referencing themselves as Pastor and/or Co-Pastor of Greater Columbia

Community Development Corporation and of Grace Christian Church of South Carolina; (b)

entering the sanctuary without prior approval from the Board; and (c) threatening, harassing,

and/or intimidating in any way members of the Corporation and members of the Church,

attached hereto as Exhibit “I” and incorporated herein by reference (“Notice of Termination

Letter”).

FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION

(Declaratory Judgment)

38. Plaintiff hereby realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the

foregoing paragraphs as though fully set forth verbatim herein.

39. As a non-profit organization, the Corporation operates in accordance with the South

Carolina Nonprofit Corporation Act (S.C. Code Ann. 33-31-705, et seq.).

40. As a non-profit corporation, the Corporation is required to provide notice to its members

in a fair and reasonable manner, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 33-31-705(a).

41. Members of the Church have a right to receive notice of every meeting called within the

Church pertaining to Church matters.

42. As stated above, Pastor Bishop is a member and the pastor of the Church and, as such,

reserves the right to have notice of every meeting called within the Church pertaining to Church

matters.
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43. Pursuant to Article 3 of the Corporation Bylaws, all meetings are to be announced three

(3) consecutive Sundays from the Pulpit by the pastor of the Church.

44. Pursuant to Article 3 of the Corporation Bylaws, any emergency meeting can only be

called by the pastor of the Church.

45. Defendants rely upon a set of Bylaws not recognized by the Corporation.

46. Such Bylaws were improperly implemented at some time during Pastor Bishop’s

sabbatical, in violation of the Corporation Bylaws, in an attempt to advantage Defendants and

disadvantage Plaintiff.

47. As a result of the foregoing, Plaintiffs are informed and believe that Pastor Bishop is

entitled to an Order of this Court declaring the Corporation Bylaws with authority over this

matter.

FOR A SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION

(Preliminary Injunction)

48. Plaintiff hereby realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the

foregoing paragraphs as though fully set forth verbatim herein.

49. As a non-profit organization, the Corporation operates in accordance with the South

Carolina Nonprofit Corporation Act (S.C. Code Ann. 33-31-705, et seq.).

50. As a non-profit corporation, the Corporation is required to provide notice to its members

in a fair and reasonable manner, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 33-31-705(a).

51. Members of the Church have a right to receive notice of every meeting called within the

Church pertaining to Church matters.

52. As stated above, Plaintiff is a member and the pastor of the Church and, as such, reserves

the right to have notice of every meeting called within the Church pertaining to Church matters.
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53. Pursuant to Article 3 of the Corporation Bylaws, all meetings are to be announced three

(3) consecutive Sundays from the Pulpit by the pastor of the Church.

54. Pursuant to Article 3 of the Corporation Bylaws, any emergency meeting can only be

called by the pastor of the Church.

55. On or about October 1, 2023, Defendant Hammonds, Defendant McRae, and Defendant

Roderick, led and/or held a “Special Church Meeting,” without giving prior notice to Pastor

Bishop, as required by his membership with the Church and status as pastor of the Church, to

remove Pastor Bishop from his position as pastor of the Church.

56. As Pastor Bishop received no prior notice of said October 1, 2023, “Special Church

Meeting,” Pastor Bishop did not attend said “Special Church Meeting” and was not involved in

calling or taking any action at said meeting.

57. Without such prior notice given to Pastor Bishop, said October 1, 2023, “Special Church

Meeting” was unduly called and any action taken at said meeting was invalid and void.

58. On October 4, 2023, the Board advised Pastor Bishop of the church members’ request

that he resign as Pastor of Grace Christian Church. No motions to remove Pastor Bishop were

taken at that time.

59. Further, the Board called an invalid meeting on November 1, 2023, and voted to remove

Pastor Bishop as Pastor of Grace Christian Church. This meeting was also unduly called and any

action taken at said meeting was invalid and void.

60. Upon information and belief, no action was ever taken during a duly called meeting to

remove Co-Pastor Bishop as Co-Pastor of Grace Christian Church, yet, there was also a decision

to remove Co-Pastor Jennifer Bishop from her position effective November 1, 2023.
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61. Due to Defendants’ invalid and void action taken at said November 1, 2023, “Special

Meeting,” Plaintiffs will suffer irreparable harm and loss if Defendants are permitted to continue

to act without accordance with the Corporation Bylaws.

62. The harm and loss are to Plaintiffs and Pastor Bishop’s reputation and standing within the

faith community in Richland County in general.

63. An injunction is necessary in this matter because the Plaintiffs’ harm is continuing each

day that Defendants continue to rely upon said invalid and void action taken at said November 1,

2023, “Special Meeting.”

64. A temporary injunction is necessary in this action to protect the Plaintiffs and Pastor

Bishop from the harm being inflicted on a continuous basis.

65. A temporary injunction is necessary in this action to protect the legal rights of the

Plaintiffs and Pastor Bishop, and the Plaintiffs are entitled to this injunction.

66. Greater injury will be inflicted upon the Plaintiffs by the denial of temporary injunctive

relief than would be inflicted upon Defendants by granting such relief.

67. Pursuant to Rule 65(a) of the South Carolina Rules of Civil Procedure, the Plaintiffs seek

that this Court grant an injunction against Defendants requiring Defendants to cease and desist:

a. Denying the Plaintiffs access to any other set of Bylaws that Defendants and

Defendants’ counsel are relying upon in making their claims;

b. Denying the Plaintiffs access to relevant financial records belonging to accounts

owned by or operated under the guise of the Church and the Corporation; and

c. Attempting to remove Pastor Bishop from the position as pastor of the Church.

d. Attempting to remove Co-Pastor Jennifer Bishop from her position as Co-Pastor of

the Church.
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs respectfully pray this Court:

a. Declare that the termination of Pastor Bishop was not in accordance with the

Defendants’ authority and not in accordance with the Corporation Bylaws.

b. Issue a temporary restraining order or preliminary injunction, ordering an immediate

hearing on the temporary relief requested and restraining Defendants from: denying

Plaintiffs access to any other set of Bylaws that Defendants and Defendants’ counsel

are relying upon in making their claims; denying the Plaintiffs access to relevant

financial records belonging to accounts owned by the Church or operated on behalf of

the Church during the timeframe of Pastor Bishop’s sabbatical or thereafter, and the

Corporation; and attempting to remove Pastor Aaron Bishop and Co-Pastor Jennifer

Bishop from their positions as pastor and co-pastor of the Church without adherence

to the Corporation Bylaws.

c. Order Defendants to pay all costs and attorneys’ fees associated with this action.

d. Order such other and further relief as this Court deems just and proper.

Respectfully submitted,

THE SINGLETARY GROUP, LLC

By: s/Reagan Singletary

Reagan Singletary (SC Bar # 77541)
685 Highway 15 South
St. George, South Carolina 29477
Telephone: 803-552-6957
Facsimile: 803-753-9623
reagan@thesingletarygroup.com

Attorney for Plaintiffs

November 13, 2023
Columbia, South Carolina
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EXHIBIT H

(November 8, 2023 Board Meeting 
Minutes)
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Grace Christian Ministries Board of Advisories  
Emergency Meeting 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023, 6 pm. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81262445147?pwd=rtMFIxGxSFBNIa70TfdbTz9bbYebEL.1 

 
Meeting ID: 812 6244 5147 

Passcode: 158709 
 

--- 
 

One tap mobile 
+13052241968,,81262445147#,,,,*158709# US 
+13092053325,,81262445147#,,,,*158709# US 

 
--- 
 

Dial by your location 
• +1 305 224 1968 US 
• +1 309 205 3325 US 

• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
• +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

• +1 646 931 3860 US 
• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

• +1 669 444 9171 US 
• +1 689 278 1000 US 
• +1 719 359 4580 US 

• +1 720 707 2699 US (Denver) 
• +1 253 205 0468 US 

• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

• +1 360 209 5623 US 
• +1 386 347 5053 US 
• +1 507 473 4847 US 
• +1 564 217 2000 US 

 
Meeting ID: 812 6244 5147 

Passcode: 158709 
 

Find your local number: https://us06web.zoom.us/u/kpj0Vj6PM 
 

Zoom Meeting Recording Began at 6:01 pm 
 
Attendees: 

• Dr. Aaron Bishop (Board Chairman) 
• Dr. Jennifer Bishop 
• LaToya Quick 
• Angela Hammonds 
• James Quick 
• John Georgia 
• Bre Maxwell 
• Gene Session 
• Latasha Saunders 
• Nikki Georgia 
• Robin McRae 
• Roderick Bishop 
• Tony Jordan 
• Will Horne 
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• Lee McCord 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:01 pm by Chairman Dr. Aaron Bishop with an 
opening statement: 
 
Opening Statement for Information Purposes:  
 
"According to GCC bylaws Article 3 GCM Article 3 bylaws, "The Chairperson of the 
Board shall be the Pastor of Grace Christian Church and shall call meetings. An 
emergency meeting can only be called by the Pastor of the church." 
 
Due to the emergency nature of this meeting, which does not require three weeks of 
announcements from the pulpit at Grace Christian Church for Greater Columbia or 
Grace Christian Ministries. 
 
Per the bylaws, the Pastor/Chair can call a special meeting.   
 
With that being said, this meeting is called to order."   
 
Prayer by Chairman Dr. Aaron Bishop. 
 
Agenda   
1. Welcome/Prayer 
2. Announcements 
3. New Business 
4. Adjournment 
   
 

1. Welcome and Prayer by Chairman Dr. Aaron Bishop at 6:02 pm. 
2. Agenda read by Chairman Dr. Aaron Bishop 

- Dr. Aaron Bishop asked for the agenda to be adopted. 
- Dr. Jennifer Bishop moved for the Adoption of the Agenda/Seconded 

by Board Member LaToya Quick 
                     - Angela Hammonds called for discussion of the Meeting Agenda  

"Can you read the agenda again? I'm sorry I didn't write it down."  
"Also, what meeting is this called for?" 
"What bylaws are you reading? Where are they from?" 
"Are these filed with the Secretary of State's Office? 

Dr. Aaron Bishop stated that they have been emailed to you, and your attorney has 
them as well. 

- Board Member Dr. Jennifer Bishop moved for the Adoption of the 
Agenda/Seconded by Board Member LaToya Quick 

                     - Vote called for by Board Member Gene Session 
 
The agenda is Adopted. 
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 3 

Vote Breakdown: 
Yes = 10 (Board Member Gene Sessions, Board Member Jennifer Bishop, Board 
Member Nikki Georgia, Board Member LaToya Quick, Board Member James 
Quick, Board Member Will Horne, Board Member LaTasha Saunders, Board 
Member John Georgia, Board Member Robin McRae, and Board Member Roderick 
Bishop)  
No = 1 (Board Member Angela Bishop-Hammonds) 
 

3. Announcements by Chairman Dr. Aaron Bishop 
 
Information Items: 
 
"This is an information item presented by Dr. Aaron Bishop, Chairman of GCM and 
Pastor of GCC, in accordance with Article 3 of GCM bylaws; the Ministry shall be 
operated by a General Board of Advisors to be known as the BOA consisting of 12 
members as the 12 Apostles of Jesus Christ, in accordance with the standards set in 
Titus 1: 5 –16." 
 
As of October 23, 2023, these new board of advisors have been appointed to the board 
in accordance with the requirements set for by the bylaws. The additional Board of 
Advisors are as listed:  
 
1. Gene Session 
2. Latasha Saunders 
3. LaToya Quick 
4. Will Horne 
5. John Georgia  
6. James Quick 
7. Nikki Georgia 
 
There are now 12 Board of Advisors seated. 
 
Article 6 of the Bylaws states that the congregation cannot vote on the Pastor or 
Assistant Pastor.  It is the duty of the Pastor to appoint. As of October 22, 2023, Dr. 
Jennifer Bishop has been appointed to the office of Assistant Pastor. With the 
Administrative Rule to let her operate as Co-Pastor."   
 

4.  New Business   
  
Motion Made by Board Member Dr. Jennifer Bishop at 6:07 pm:  
 
"Per Section 1 of the Grace Christian Church Bylaws and Constitution regarding the 
Office of Pastor, "Provided that the pastor serves satisfactorily, they shall be eligible for 
re-assignment as often as desired by the Board of Trustees of Grace Christian 
Ministries during the annual meeting."  Due to actions against the constitution and 
bylaws of Grace Christian Ministries and Grace Christian Church on October 1, 2023, 
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 4 

October 4, 2023, and purportedly on November 1, 2023, I hereby move that in lieu of 
waiting until the annual meeting, the Grace Christian Church Ministries Board of 
Advisories expresses its support of Dr. Aaron Bishop to continue as Grace Christian 
Church's Senior Pastor to lead its ministries in all matters necessary to pursue both 
the Ministry and the Business of Grace Christian Church." 
 
Seconded by Board Member LaToya Quick 
 
Discussion by Board Member Angela Bishop-Hammonds "Per the scheduled Board 
Meeting held on November 1, 2023, a motion was made, and second, followed by a 
unanimous vote to remove Aaron Bishop as Pastor of Grace Christian Church 
effective November 2, 2023." 
 
Discussion by Board Member Robin Bishop: "According to the national bylaws, as 
stated by our attorney, if bylaws are more than ten years old, you defer back to the 
national bylaws, and the national bylaws state any board member can call a meeting. In 
terms of the meeting on November 1, Dr. Aaron and Dr. Jennifer were not in 
attendance, neither did they give notice that they would not be in attendance. There is a 
difference between the Board of Trustees and the Board of Advisors, and I believe we 
need to clarify that before moving forward." 
 
Vote Called for by Board Member Gene Session 
 
The Motion Passes. 
 
Vote Breakdown:  
Yes = 8 (Board Member Gene Sessions, Board Member Nikki Georgia, Board 
Member Jennifer Bishop, Board Member LaToya Quick, Board Member James 
Quick, Board Member Will Horne, Board Member LaTasha Saunders, and Board 
Member John Georgia)  
No = 3 (Board Member Angela Bishop-Hammonds, Board Member Robin McRae, 
and Board Member Roderick Bishop) 
 
Board Member Dr. Jennifer Bishop requested to make a motion at 6:13 pm: 
 
"Under Article 5 of the Grace Christian Church bylaws and constitution states, "All 
publications and church general announcements must be submitted and approved by 
Grace Christian Ministries Board of Trustees prior to announcement." 
  
I hereby move that the Grace Christian Ministries Board of Advisories instruct Attorney 
Shaquana Cuttino that the cease-and-desist letter dated October 24, 2023, is hereby 
rescinded and that Pastor Aaron Bishop may, without any Board approval, release 
publications and church general announcements publicly and on any social media 
platforms associated with Grace Christian Church and Grace Christian Ministries, Inc. 
dba Greater Columbia Community Development Corporation indefinitely." 
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Question by Board Member Angela Bishop-Hammonds: "Could you please read 
that motion again?" 
 
Board Member Dr. Jennifer Bishop reread the motion. 
 
Motion Made by Board Member Dr. Jennifer Bishop at 6:13 pm, Seconded by 
Board Member James Quick, Vote Called for by Board Member Gene Session  
 
The Motion Passes. 
 
Vote Breakdown:  
Yes = 8 (Board Member Gene Sessions, Board Member Nikki Georgia, Board 
Member Jennifer Bishop, Board Member LaToya Quick, Board Member James 
Quick, Board Member Will Horne, Board Member LaTasha Saunders, and Board 
Member John Georgia)  
No = 3 (Board Member Angela Bishop-Hammonds, Board Member Robin McRae, 
and Board Member Roderick Bishop) 
 
Motion made by Board Member Dr. Jennifer Bishop at 6:15 pm: 
"Under the Church policy and procedures, in the Grace Christian Church bylaws and 
constitution, "The ministry shall be operated by a General Board of Advisors to be 
known as the BOA consisting of 12 members as the 12 apostles of Jesus Christ, in 
accordance with the standards set in Titus 1:5 –16." 
 
I hereby move that the Grace Christian Ministries Board of Advisories instruct Attorney 
Shaquana Cuttino that the cease-and-desist letter dated October 24, 2023, is rescinded 
and she is disengaged as purported counsel for Grace Christian Church Board of 
Trustees, Greater Columbia Community Development Corporation or any other entity 
related to Grace Christian Church or Greater Columbia Community Development 
Corporation effectively immediately. No further action is authorized to be taken." 
 
Seconded by Board Member James Quick, Vote Called for by Board Member 
Dr. Jennifer Bishop  
 
The Motion Passes. 
 
Vote Breakdown:  
Yes = 8 (Board Member Gene Sessions, Board Member Nikki Georgia, Board 
Member Jennifer Bishop, Board Member LaToya Quick, Board Member James 
Quick, Board Member Will Horne, Board Member LaTasha Saunders, and Board 
Member John Georgia)  
No = 3 (Board Member Angela Bishop-Hammonds, Board Member Robin McRae, 
and Board Member Roderick Bishop) 
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Motion Made by Board Member Dr. Jennifer Bishop at 6:16 pm:  
"I hereby move that the Chairman, Dr. Aaron Bishop, have full authority to retain legal 
counsel paid with funds from Grace Christian Church and Greater Columbia Community 
Development Corporation, necessary to represent Greater Columbia Community 
Development Corporation, Grace Christian Ministries Board of Advisories, Grace 
Christian Church or any other entity related to Grace Christian Church or Greater 
Columbia Community Development Corporation effectively immediately and 
indefinitely." 
 
Seconded by Board Member LaToya Quick, Vote Called for by Board Member 
Gene Session  
 
The Motion Passes. 
 
Vote Breakdown:  
Yes = 8 (Board Member Gene Sessions, Board Member Nikki Georgia, Board 
Member Jennifer Bishop, Board Member LaToya Quick, Board Member James 
Quick, Board Member Will Horne, Board Member LaTasha Saunders, and Board 
Member John Georgia)  
No = 3 (Board Member Angela Bishop-Hammonds, Board Member Robin McRae, 
and Board Member Roderick Bishop) 
  
Motion Made by Board Member Dr. Jennifer Bishop at 6:18 pm: 
"As stated in Section 5 – the Grace Christian Church Bylaws and Constitution, the 
general treasurer shall be the custodian of the general funds of the church and shall 
disburse funds as authorized.  All expenditures shall be signed by the Pastor and 
secretary.  He shall keep accurate accounts and present a financial statement to the 
general board meeting in writing.  His books shall be audited by an accountant. 
 
I hereby move that all persons who are on any account or in possession of any financial 
data related to Grace Christian Church, Greater Columbia Community Development 
Corporation, or any other entity associated with Grace Christian Church provide all 
financial data in their possession, including, bank statements, account numbers, 
financial institution of the account, accountings, filings and summaries to Dr. Jennifer D. 
Bishop, and add Dr. Aaron Bishop and Dr. Jennifer D. Bishop to all such accounts, 
including but not limited to all CashApp (Grace Christian Church of South Carolina and 
Radical Deeds) and other financial accounts on or before Friday, November 15, 2023." 
 
Seconded by Board Member LaToya Quick,  
 
Question by Board Member Angela Bishop-Hammonds: "What accounts are you 
interested in getting information on and as of what date?" 
 
Vote Called for by Board Member Dr. Jennifer Bishop 
 
The Motion Passes. 
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 7 

 
Vote Breakdown:  
Yes = 8 (Board Member Gene Sessions, Board Member Nikki Georgia, Board 
Member Jennifer Bishop, Board Member LaToya Quick, Board Member James 
Quick, Board Member Will Horne, Board Member LaTasha Saunders, and Board 
Member John Georgia)  
No = 3 (Board Member Angela Bishop-Hammonds, Board Member Robin McRae, 
and Board Member Roderick Bishop) 
 
Motion Made by Board Member Dr. Jennifer Bishop at 6:20 pm        
  
"I hereby move that the only persons authorized on bank accounts related to Greater 
Columbia Community Development Corporation or any other entity associated with 
Grace Christian Ministries, Inc. are Dr. Aaron Bishop and Dr. Jennifer Bishop. Any other 
persons listed are to be removed immediately." 
 
Seconded by Board Member LaToya Quick, Vote Called for by Board Member 
Dr. Jennifer Bishop  
The Motion Passes. 
 
Vote Breakdown:  
Yes = 8 (Board Member Gene Sessions, Board Member Nikki Georgia, Board 
Member Jennifer Bishop, Board Member LaToya Quick, Board Member James 
Quick, Board Member Will Horne, Board Member LaTasha Saunders, and Board 
Member John Georgia)  
No = 3 (Board Member Angela Bishop-Hammonds, Board Member Robin McRae, 
and Board Member Roderick Bishop) 
 
Motion Made by Board Member Dr. Jennifer Bishop at 6:21 pm: 
"As stated in Section 5 – the Grace Christian Church of Bylaws and Constitution, the 
general treasurer shall be the custodian of the general funds of the church and shall 
disburse funds as authorized.  All expenditures shall be signed by the Pastor and 
secretary.  He shall keep accurate accounts and present a financial statement to the 
general board meeting in writing.  His books shall be audited by an accountant. 
  
I hereby move that all financial accounts related to Grace Christian Church be audited 
by a Certified Public Accountant (CPA). Said accountant is to be selected and retained 
by Pastor Aaron Bishop on behalf of Grace Christian Church and paid with funds from 
Grace Christian Church. The audit shall be for the period of March 1, 2022, through 
October 31, 2023, and the audit findings and recommendations shall be provided to the 
Grace Christian Ministries Board of Advisories and Pastor Bishop no later than 
December 31, 2023. The Board of Advisories will review the audit findings and 
recommendations to develop a management response and any legal recourse." 
 
Seconded by Board Member James Quick, the vote was called for by Board 
Member Latasha Saunders. 
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 8 

 
The Motion Passes. 
 
Vote Breakdown:  
Yes = 8 (Board Member Gene Sessions, Board Member Nikki Georgia, Board 
Member Jennifer Bishop, Board Member LaToya Quick, Board Member James 
Quick, Board Member Will Horne, Board Member LaTasha Saunders, and Board 
Member John Georgia)  
No = 3 (Board Member Angela Bishop-Hammonds, Board Member Robin McRae, 
and Board Member Roderick Bishop) 
 

5. Adjournment  
 
Chairman Dr. Aaron Bishop stated “We have exhausted out agenda. This 
meeting stands adjourned.” 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:24 pm by Chairman Dr. Aaron Bishop. 
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EXHIBIT I

(Notice of Termination Letter)
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5115 Forest Drive, Ste G-1     (803) 542-7455 (Phone) 

Columbia, South Carolina 29206    (803) 818-2389 (Fax) 

 

 

Monday, November 13, 2023 

 

RE:  

My Clients: The Board of Trustees of Greater Columbia Community Development 

Corporation, Greater Columbia Community Development Corporation, 

and the Board of Trustees for Grace Christian Church of South Carolina 

 

 

NOTICE OF TERMINATION OF PASTORAL DUTIES 

Please be advised that on November 1, 2023, a Special Meeting was held in accordance 

with South Carolina Code of Laws 33-31-702. All members of the Board of Directors for 

Grace Christian Church and Greater Columbia Community Development Corporation 

were sent notice of this Special Meeting via certified mail and in accordance with the 

South Carolina Code of Laws 33-31-822, and the South Carolina Non-Profit Corporation 

Act. In attendance were Board of Director members: Angela Bishop, Robin Bishop 

McRae, and Roderick L. Bishop Aaron Bishop and Jennifer Bishop were properly 

noticed but were not in attendance. The agenda for the meeting, as specified in the Notice 

of Special Meeting, was the future of Aaron and Jennifer Bishop Greater Columbia 

Community Development Corporation and Grace Christian Church of South Carolina.  A 

vote on terminating Aaron Bishop as Pastor of Greater Columbia Community 

Development Corporation and of Grace Christian Church of South Carolina was held and 

by a quorum, the Board of Directors voted to terminate Aaron Bishop as Pastor of 
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Greater Columbia Community Development Corporation and of Grace Christian Church 

of South Carolina.  At this time, we respectfully request that Aaron and Jennifer Bishop 

refrain from referencing themselves as Pastor and or Co-Pastor of Greater Columbia 

Community Development Corporation and of Grace Christian Church of South Carolina,  

that they refrain from entering the sanctuary without prior approval from the Board of 

Trustees, and that they refrain from threatening, harassing, and or intimidating in any way 

members of Greater Columbia Community Development Corporation and members of 

Grace Christian Church of South Carolina.  

       With Kind Regards and Best Wishes, 

       The Cuttino Law Firm, LLC 

       /s/ Shaquana Cuttino  

       Shaquana M.S. Cuttino, Esq. 

       Attorney and Counselor at Law 

       thecuttinolawfirm@gmail.com  
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