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Dear Joe:

For the second time. | write to vou about how the Ethics Reform debate happened in
the Statehouse this year. One of my colleagues in the South Carolina House shared with me a
link to your videe with unfounded attacks concerning Rep. Kirkman Finlay’s role in the
debate.

In May. 1 wrote to you that Representative Finlay was an “active and clear voice for
substantial and meaningfuf Ethics reform.” Today, I want to share with vou the famous quote
by the great American statesman President Teddy Roosevelt:

iis not the critic who cowns; nor the man who points oui how the strong man
stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credir helongs
(o the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and swear and
blood; who sirives valicmly: vwho errs, who comes short again and again, beceause
there is no effort without error and shortcoming: but who does acltually strive ta do
the deeds.... who spends himself in o worthy cause; who at the best kinonws in the end
the triumph of high achievemeni. und who af the vworst, ifhe fails, ar teast fails while
daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls vwho
neither knovw victory nor defear.”

Rep. Finlay's bills did nothing that vou accuse them of doing. A cursory reading of the
fegislation — rather than taking the word of others - would tay that fact out to you. 1 can think
of few other legislators who have taken such an active role in the “arena” of Ethics Reform
over the past two years. We have not always agreed. and while we didn’t achieve true Ethics
Reform this year. Rep. Finlay's passionate promotion of the issue earned him great respect in
the Chamber.
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As this debate progressed, people lell into two camps. The first were people like
Representative Finlay who put their ideas, their political capital, and their reputations on the
line to further a critical issue. The second were people obsessed with sniping. attacking, and
mischaracterizing what was going on for their advantage and 1o fundraise from people who
have no interest in actually supporting Fthics Reform.

We are ready and willing to accept any serious voices lo the arena debating how

Lthics Reform should be achieved in South Carolina. Please let me know if I can help yvou
decide which path vou wili take.

Yours truly.

Bruce W, Bannister
SC House District 24
BWB/kic



